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Dwelling Place 
By Grace Reese Adkins 


LOSE to Thy heart, O Lord, 
Temptations cannot find me; 
There I may gain release 
From fetters that would bind me. 


Clese to Thy loving heart 
Is peace beyond all telling, 
And in its blessedness 
My soul would claim a dwelling. 


Mt 
The Value of Early Training 


Testimony to the incalculable value 
of old-fashioned, Christian home train- 
ing sometimes comes from tinexpected 
sources. Newspaper columnists, cartoon- 
ists, police chiefs, and social workers 
sometimes have the courage to point 
out that juvenile delinquency can be 
traced to delinquent parents. But many 
do not know the real remedy, and so 
they keep on trying to deal with the 


fruits of sin instead of the root. Two 
psychiatrists, Dr. Adelaide Johnson of 
the Mayo Clinic and Dr. Stanislaus 


Szurek of the University of California, 
have made a ten-year study of misbe- 
havior in children. As reported in Time 
magazine (March 22), which quotes the 
American Medical Association Journal, 
they have looked into “such habits as set- 
ting fires, stealing, truancy, vandalism 


or sexual misconduct,” and have con- 
cluded that “in such cases the parents 
have not been able to resolve their 
own antisocial impulses, so they can- 
not deal firmly with their children’s.” 
They found that “the child’s ‘defect’ was 
always traceable to one parent or both. 
‘A child’s conscience is made, not born, 
and during his first six years of life, his 
conscience is molded chiefly by the par- 
ents.” They believe that many parents 
unconsciously get a certain pleasure out 
of allowing the child to misbehave. 
“Such sanctioning ranges from encourag- 
ing a child to lie about his age, so as to 
enter a movie at cut rates,” they find, “to 
more profound forms of implied ap- 
proval.” Drs. Johnson and Szurek con- 
clude that it is usually impossible to 
treat a parent “where his bad influence 
is more or less conscious”; that if the 
influence has been unconscious, the par- 
ent can be shown what he has done, and 
that “this may lead to parental shock 
and neurosis, but . . . such conditions 
can be treated more easily than anti- 
social behavior.” To say that “the par- 
ents have not been able to resolve their 
own. antisocial impulses,” is a modern, 
roundabout, and agnostic way of saying 
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The Power 
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that they have not been able to over- 
come temptation “to sin in their own 
lives. How can they, when they them- 
selves have been trained in school and 
college to believe that man is' constantly 
evolving toward something better, that 
what the Bible calls sin is merely”a 
deviation from accepted social standards, 
that there is no such thing as guilt, and 
that old-fashioned ideas on morality are 
too strait-laced anyway? They may 
know that they are restless and unhappy, 
that their hearts are unsatisfied, but they 
are either ignorant of God’s willingness 
to help, or unwilling to submit their 
lives to Him. The findings of the two 
psychiatrists are getting down toward the 
bedrock of many of our troubles today, 
and they get a wide hearing through the 
press, One wishes that all who read their 
“discoveries” could hear what Christian 
workers have been teaching and preach- 
ing all along: that the Bible has the an- 
swer, that family worshipis the founda- 
tion d¥ a happy home, that parents should 
first of all open their own hearts to Christ 
and then lead their children to Him as 
the Saviour! How much heartache and 
anguish would be spared if only parents 
would listen to God! 
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of Memory 


From an unpublished message by the late Dr. J. Stuart Holden - 


“God hath made. me forge” (Gen. 


41:51, A.S.V.). 
“Forgetting the things which are be- 
hind” (Phil. 3:13, AS.V.). 


HERE are times when we all have 
the same desire, times when we 
are only too well aware that we 
simply must forget certain things in 
which we have been concerned if we 
are to live in any degree worthily. There 
are times within the experience of us 
all when we are haunted and hindered, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Many there be which say of my 
soul, There is no help for him in 
God. But thou, O Lord, art a 
shield for me; my glory, and the 
lifter up of mine head” (Psa. 3:2, 3). 




















hampered and handicapped, by recollec- 
tions of the past. There are times when 
we realize that the past, although it may 
be dead, is by no means done with; and 
when we are only too aware that our 
very happiness and well-being depend 
upon our ability to drop forever from 
memory some things that persist in as- 
serting themselves at the very springs 
of our motive and action. In fact, so 
large and influential a part does memory 
play in our lives that it forces upon us 
the certainty that only the grace of God 
ean deliver us from a domination which 
destroys our peace of mind. As those 
who have every reason to know that “as 
for God, his way is perfect,” we come 
to His Word with an expectancy which 
is as the cry of bewildered and lost 
children. 

What do we find there? Exhortations, 
both negative and positive, to forgetful- 
ness and to remembrance. Promises, too, 
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which kindle radiant hopes. Recorded 


experiences also of men with like pas- 
sions to our own, which at once encour- 
age and direct us, Whatever else must be 
said for the completeness and efficiency 
of the Gospel this must be declared, that 
in regard to this all-important matter 
nothing has been overlooked. No con- 
tingency has been left out of account. 
The quality and victory of the Christian 
life is never made to depend upon the 
instabilities and chances of our tempera- 
mental variation. As a matter of fact, 
the Gospel sets forth “forgetting” as a 
vital factor in the life of moral and spir- 
itual progress. And it plainly proposes 
to help men and women effectively in 
this very thing. 

The man, who, more than any other, 
has left upon record the governing im- 
pulses of a life which, by its consis- 
tently pursued purpose shames us all, 
says: “This one thing I do,...I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:13). But he prefaces this dec- 
laration by “forgetting those things 
which are behind.” And without ques- 
tion he had things enough to forget, 
things which, if he had not forgotten 
them, would, literally have overwhelmed 
him. Then, in the same burst of confi- 
dential self-disclosure, in order that he 
may help his fellow disciples to .follow 
him as he follows Christ, he tells how he 
has “learned the secret” of the life which 
is ever approximating to the life of 
Christ his Lord. He has.acquired the art 
of forgetfulness in His school. This is 
nothing less than the drawing upon the 
grace of God to meet the necessities of 
an actual situation, the exigence of 
which we all understand. Failure «in 
this very respect has taught us all how 
entirely we are in the hands of forces 
we cannot manipulate. But as for Paul, 
he “can do all things,” even this, 
“through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” In short, he has found in the grace 
of God the divine gift of forgetfulness. 
It is there for his acceptance. He makes 
it his own. It becomes a contributing 
factor to his life of faith, and fellowship, 
and service. 

Paul’s testimony is anticipated and 
confirmed by a still older experience, be- 
longing to an earlier and less fully illu- 
mined age, on the part of ome who said, 
“God hath made me forget .. .” (Gen. 
41:51). It was by this means that God 
helped Joseph to become the good and 
happy and useful man we are told he 
was,.in spite of almost every imaginable 
influence to the contrary. The story of 
his life is one of the amazing high lights 
of pre-Christian times. There were 
things in his experience, insults and 
injustices to which he had been sub- 
jected; which might have soured and 
embittered him for all time, had he 
cherished the memory of them, had he 
not been enabled deliberately to forget 
them. He had excuse enough for cyni- 
cism, and skepticism, and lifelong hos- 
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tility, in respect of his fellow men in gen- 
eral, and of his own brothers in par- 
ticular. 

If ever a man was _ mercilessly taken 
up and flung hither and thither by the 
forces of unprovoked enmity, it was 
Joseph. Resentment against the men 
who had lied about him, who had 
wronged him as cruelly as a man ever 
was wronged, would in his case have 
been natural and almost excusable. But 
he declared, “God hath made me for- 
get.” So the prosperities to which he 
attained were not used, as they might 
well have been, as instruments of re- 
taliation. They were rather made to 
serve as opportunities of ministering to 
those by whom he had been most deeply 
wronged. Under the power he con- 
trolled in the day when their positions 
were reversed, his brothers might have 
been crushed out of existence. He might 
have “got his own back” from those who 
had caused him so many years of unde- 
served suffering. But had he taken that 
way, he might have had the satisfaction 
of retaliating, but only at the cost of 
injury and loss to himself. It is full of 
significance that Joseph explains _his 
almost unnatural restraint by declaring 
that God kad wiped the whole succes- 
sion of painful and provocative episodes 
out of his mind. He had actually made 
him to forget. He had given him other 
things to remember. And by the same 
token he had made him the wise, gra- 
cious, kindly, strong man his brothers 
discovered him to be. 

Is there a message for us in all this? 
Does God still bestow this gift of for- 
getfulness upon His children? Are re- 
sentful recollections. stili blotted out 
from their minds if they are willing they 
should be? Or are we to be forever 
under the autocratic management of our 
memories? Are they beyond the reach 
of the grace covenanted to us in Jesus 
Christ? We are only .too well aware 
how sievelike are our memories for good 
things, for ennobling influences, and how 
soon these slip from us! On the other 
hand, how spongelike are our memories 
for the things that are evil and enslav- 
ing! How changeable, how resistant to 
any attempt to control and direct them, 
how irresponsible are our memories! If 
there is, indeed, a liberty wherewith 
Christ sets His servants free, if there 
is such a thing as “a heart at lei- 
sure from itself to soothe and sym- 
pathize”—if these things are spiritual re- 
alities, and not just religious sentiments, 
they must in the nature of the case be 
bound up with the divine gift of forget- 
fulness. 

There are within the still-living his- 
tory of most of us grievances legitimate 
enough, hurts real enough, wounds cruel 
enough, which if nursed by indulged 
recollection will simply poison and em- 
bitter our lives to their complete undo- 
ing. We dwell in thought on them, and 
on their perpetrators only at disastrous 
cost to ourselves, and with devastating 





May 1, 1954 


influence upon our Christian witness and 
Service. Indignation, cherished against 
those who have been intentionally mal- 
evolent, whoSe unprovoked unkindness 
has deeply hurt us, who have repaid our 
good with evil, can only recoil upon 
ourselves with deadly precision and de- 
moralize us. Nursing these memories, 
we hurt’ no one but ourselves, not to 
speak of the injury we inflict upon our 
Christian service.” 

Or consider, for example, the memory 
of our own past as it directly concerns 
ourselves alone. For we have all hurt 
ourselves far more disastrously than any 
others have ever hurt us. And the chal- 
lenge of our own past is constantly con- 
fronting us. The psalmist was not the 
only man who had to confess “my sin 
is ever before me.” Is it not true that 
our hours of worship, the hours when 
we desire above all things to draw near 
to God, are often distractingly invaded 
by grim shadows? What Paul calls “the 
things which are behind” are constantly 
reminding us that they are not so very 
far behind. We are only too well aware 
that some of the things we would fain 
have done with have by no means done 
with us. There have been in the record 


(Continued on page 385) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Ascension Robes 


I am a First-Day-Adventist and I re- 
sent the things you are printing about 
“Adventism.” ... The “ascension robe” 
stories are a hoax and you should 
know a reward of $500 has been offered 
for one proof.—A Florida reader. 
Shortly after the postal card bearing 

these sentences—and some other trench- 
ant words—was received, the Editor got 
a letter from an eighty-year-old Chris- 
tian woman in New Jersey, who enclosed 
a clipping of some correspondence about 
twenty years ago in the Newark Eve- 
ning News, which included a letter from 
herself on this same subject. In it was 
the following paragraph: 

“Some Millerites did wear ascension 
robes in 1844 when they were waiting 
for the end of the world and I saw one 
of the robes. When I was a girl, about 
sixty years ago, I lived with my family 
in Flanders, N. J. Near us lived Mrs. 
Henry Blackwell Miller. Her husband 
kept a grocery. One day Mrs. Miller 
(who was no relative of the William 
Miller who predicted the end of the 
world) invited me and my mother, Mrs. 
Daniel Vliet, into her home. From an 
old trunk Mrs. Miller took a long white 
garment and told us it was one of the 
ascension robes worn by one of her rel- 
atives (I have forgotten who) on. that 
day in 1844, Mrs, Miller said she had pre- 
served the robe many years and added 
that she knew several other Millerites 
who had worn them.” 
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Vill. The Messages to Philadelphia and Laodicea 


Solemn warnings and great rewards 


that should stir our souls 


the restoration of a permanent value 

taking place. We can almost feel the 
throb of our Lord’s heart satisfaction as 
He so highly commends this church for 
all its attainments and spiritual power. 
This church represents the period of 
awakening and recovery that followed 
the Reformation, from A.D, 1850 to the 
Lord’s second coming. God moved on 
the hearts of this remnant, and many 
truths, lost since the days of the early 
church, were recovered. Here we see 


ik THE Church at Philadelphia we see 


the Lord opening doors, and the Phila- ~ 


delphia church entering them—doors of 
recovered truth, doors of missionary en- 
terpnise. For centuries these doors 
seemed fast closed, but now by His grace 
our Lord opens the portals. Some of 
these truths are fmentioned, and briefly 
they are as follows: 

1. The premillennial return of our 
Lord—that the Lord Jesus will return 
before the millennium and not after it. 
A large number of professing Christians 
refuse to accept this view and are known 
as postmillennialists. They believe the 
_world is improving and, when it has 
reached its final state of perfection, 
Christ will appear. No such doctrine 
is found in the Holy Scriptures. On 
the contrary, if the reader will read the 
New Testament, he will soon discover 
that the world is to grow darker, more 
sinful, and more apostate until it is like 
sinful Sodom or the days of Noah. Then 
comes the sudden appearing of our Lord, 
first in the air for His Church, then later 
to the earth with His Church. ' 

2. The truth concerning the Holy Spirit 
—His personality, work, deity, gifts, in- 
spiration, power, and attributes. 

3. The Church as the mystical body of 
Christ. 

4. The headship and lordship of Christ. 
The inclusion in that body of all born- 
again believers, entering into this body 
only by the regeneration of the Holy 
Spirit. 

5. The simplicity of the Lord’s Supper. 
—Invited as guests of our ascended Lord 
to this blessed feast, so simple yet so 
majestic, we come to remember our be- 
loved Lord. His precious blood, shed 
and poured out in atonement for us, is 
represented by the cup. Hid? body, rep- 
resented by the bread, speaks ‘to each 
adoring heart of His holy humanity 
broken for, us—broken by thorn, by nail, 
by scourge, and by spear. That body is 
now glorified and exalted to the right 
hand of God His Father. 

In the Philadelphia period our Lord 
opens the door of missionary enterprise. 
Thank God for the great men and women 


In the last two issues Mr. Ainslie 
dealt with the messages given by the 
Lord Jesus to the first five of the 
seven churches mentioned Reve- 
lation 2 and 3. Now he resents 
truths found in the last two messages, 
showing that some have been recov- 
ered and re-emphasized in the last 
century. He then summarizes points 
worthy of special noté that are found 
in all the messages to the churches. 
The ninth article in the series will be 
published next week. 








whom He raised up and who have en- 
tered these doors—men like David Liv- 
ingstone, Hudson Taylor, Carey, and so 
many others. Not only in missionary 
enterprise, but God was pleased to sweep 
some lands with great revivals. Using 
such men as the Wesleys, Finney, Moody, 
and others, showers of refreshing fell 
from Heaven upon a parched world. But 
in spite of all the great attainments of 
this church, there is sign of failure, the 
failure of weakness. Instead of this 
church rising in the power of the Holy 
Spirity there is limited power, instead of 
fullness of power, only a little strength 
when there should have been great 
strength. 

Here our Lord manifests the long-suf- 
fering that so often shines forth from, 
His tender heart. How long-suffering 
He is with this church in her weak- 
ness! This long-suffering is still mani- 
fested today, as our Lord sees His Church 
in ruins, scattered, divided by party 
names, powerless and shorn .of the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit. And 
yet this weakness among the people of 
God invites the exercise of His patience, 
It is this long-suffering that moves Him 
to rapture His Church before the horrors 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
‘articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, ‘on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address ‘The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 











By EDGAR AINSLIE 


of the Great Tribulation. The time of 
this darkest hour of the world’s history 
will not be realized until the Church 
is safe home in the Glory. We shall not 
witness the appalling sights when the 
judgments of an outraged Heaven are 
poured out upon an abandoned world. 

Philadelphia, representing the true 
Church, will all be raptured, not one 
will be left behind. A partial rapture 
would be inconsistent -with the grace 
of the Lord Jesus, and it would break 
His solemn promises. A partial rapture 
is a delusion 6f the Devil and is con- 
trary to God’s Word. No, that same pa- 
tient one will keep us from that hour, 
not in that hour, for in that hour we 
shall need no keeping for we shall be 
gazing on Christ in Heaven. When the 
river of time is divided, it will bear on 
its bosom the Church to Heaven, and 
on the other it will bear the apostate of 
Israel, the apostate religious world, and 
the apostate political world to the un- 
paralleled sorrows of the Great Tribula- 
tion and then to their final doom, the 
lake of fire. , 


The Church of Laodicea represents 
the last and final condition of Christen- 
dom previous to the Rapture. It is the 
church of indifference, worldly conform- 
ity, self-satisfaction. It is modern and 
progressive, but it has no room for Jesus 
Christ. It sits in judgment over God’s 
Word. It is popular with the people. 
Here our Lord, in patience unsurpassed, 
stands outside the fasf-closeti door and 
pleads for an entrance. No one can 
doubt that we have already entered this 
final stage of this dispensation. Indiffer- 
ence is the spirit of our age—no ice, but 
no heat, self-satisfied, but not Christ- 
satisfied, conscious. of its riches, but not 
conscious of the Enricher. This dis- 
pensation is soon to close. When we see 
these Laodicean conditions before our 
eyes, we may rest assured that its sands 


’ have nearly run out in the hourglass of 


time. The sun of this day is fast setting 
over the hills of time, the darkness will 
soon creep over this world. That sun 
is not to set in golden glory, but rather 
in the darkness of shame and apostasy 
with the Lord Jesus outside. There are 
no bright pictures here where thousands - 
are swept into the Kingdom of God, no 
story of a coming together in the unity 
of the Spirit, no great, startling mission- 
ary enterprises to lands deprived of Gos-~ 
pel light, but the somber picture of a 
church unrepentant, proud, arrogant, de- 
fiant, so satisfied that it does not want 
Jesus Christ. It has slammed the door 
in His face. This is Christendom at the 
close of the age of grace. 

Our Lord appears in the role of the 
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divine Merchant; in Wonderful counsel 
He offers true riches. His hands are 
loaded with the wealth of Heaven. He 
is the source of riches. He is ready to 
anoint sightless eyes. He has the choicest 
robes to clothe this naked church, Will 
His patience be exhausted? Will He 
depart before that door is opened? Will 
grace and pity, despitefully used, leave 
her to her doom? The answer will be 
given some day. If the church will not 
do it, we as individuals can answer. 
Open, for our Beloved is waiting at the 
door! His locks are wet with the dews 
of night (Song of Sol. 5:2). The Lord 
will come for His people, but Laodicea 
will be spewed out and left for her part 
in the coming drama of the Scarlet Age. 
To keep Christ outside of the heart 
makes it necessary for Christ to keep 
you out of Heaven. To.love riches now 
more than Christ Jesus, to love the bless- 
ings more than the Blesser, is to lose 
Heaven at last. To crush, willfully, the 
deepest longings of Jesus, to hear Him 
knock with nail-pierced hand and will- 
fully to keep Him outside is to invite 
the judgment of God upon your soul. 
This was the sin of Laodicea; this is the 
sin of this apostate age. 

There are some things worthy of spe- 
cial notice in the seven messages to the 
churches: 

There is something lost in every 
church. 

Ephesus lost her first love. It is a trag- 
edy for any individual or any church 
to have the heart grow cold toward 
Christ. It leaves the door open for any 
of the falls that follow in the other 
churches. 

In Smyrna is seen a lost life. The 
noble army of martyrs must seal their 
testimony -with «heir blood. 

Pergamos records a lost position. Like 
Lot they had left their place of separa- 
tion from the world. 

Thyatira lost her moral purity; sin 
was on the throne. Jezebel ran the 
things of God; purity had gone. 

Sardis had lost her power; like poor 
Samson, shorn of her great strength, she 
was powerless. 

Philadelphia was warned lest she lose 


her crown. We shall need it some day- 


to cast at His pierced feet. 

Laodicea lost her proper attitude to 
Christ. The heavenly Merchant vainly 
stood outside her door. 

Though there is failure in . every 
church, our Lord has a remedy for the 
ruin, sin, and failure. 

In Ephesus and Pergamos, that remedy 
is repentance. Repentance has almost 
entirely gone out of our ministry today, 
both to saint arid sinner. May God bring 
us back to a new emphasis on this essen- 
tial experience, preceding restoration 
for the Christian and _ reconciliation 
for the sinner! 

Smyrna is exhorted to be faithful even 
to the horrible death by fire or the lions. 
Thyatira was called upon to judge her 
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sins, to put away this wicked Jezebel 
and purge herself from iniquity. 

Sardis finds a remedy in watchful- 
ness. Christ is to come at an hour un- 
known, coming as a thief in the night. 

Philadelphia must tenaciously hold, as 
a steward, the things God hath given 
to her, to tighten her grip on the sacred 
truths given by divine revelation. 

Laodicea will find relief in buying 
from the divine Merchant that which she 
so sorely needs. Christ alone has those 
vast resources. He alone can Satisfy. 

In every letter our Lord assumes a 
different character. 

In Ephesus, He is the Beloved, who 
mourns the loss of His beloved’s first 
love. 

In Smyrna, as the Comforter, He seeks 
to cheer the martyr before he met his 
cruel murderers, 

In Pergamos. He is the Contender 
against compromise and a false tolera- 
tion of evil doctrine. 
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In Thyatira, He is the Judge of moral 
impurity, of a wicked counterfeit, and 
her pretentious claims, 

In Sardis, He is the Reprover, because 
her works were found not perfect before 
God, 

In Philadelphia, He is the Guardian, 
who will safeguard His true Church from 
the Great Tribulation. 

In Laodicea, He is the Merchant offer- 
ing for sale His indispensable wares. 

May God help us as His people to heed 
the solemn warnings passed on to us 
today through the scarlet churches of 
Asia, thus avoiding, as His people, the 
ruin and tragedies which befell them. 
Then may God cheer and encourage 
our hearts by these incentives, these 
great rewards that He has offered to 
those who overcome, and may our souls 
be stirred to their deepest depths in their 
love for Him, who loved us even unto 
death. 

(To be continued) 


Christmas Evans on Paul’s Strange Wish. 


A reasonable explanation of Romans 9:3 


The Editors are indebted to a long-time subscriber and friend of the 

Times, Thomas H. Hohn of Greensburg, Pa., for the following notes. 

They were submitted to Ernest Gordon, who believes that they present 
a reasonable interpretation. 


| hy COMMENTING upon Paul’ words 
in Romans 9:3, “For I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh,” some Christians seem to think 
that Paul could wish for himself to be 
separated from Christ, or banished from 
the grace of God for all eternity. Of 
course this would mean that he would 
be in hell forever, without any interest 
in Christ. I have never been able to 
so understand the Apostle Paul. Such 
a wish would put his kinsmen before 
Christ, which is not in harmony with 
what Paul has said in his Letter to the 
Philippians (3:8), “Yea doubtless, and 
I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord.” Paul put Christ first, 
before everything. He said, “For I de- 
termined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” 
(1 Cor, 2:2). 

Christmas Evans, ‘that great Baptist 
preacher of Wales, who died in 1838, has 
given what I think is the correct inter- 
pretation of Romans 9:3. I will write 
it as it is given in the book by the Rev. 
Paxton Hood, entitled, “Christmas Evans, 
the Preacher of Wild Wales; His Coun- 
try, His Times and His Contemporaries.” 

Christmas Evans contributed an article 
to a magazine called the Seren Gomer; 
entitled; “An inquiry into the meaning of 
the singular language of the Apostle 
Paul, his’ wish—to ~be accursed from 


Christ”: 
“For L could wish that I were accursed 


[anathema] from Christ for my breth- 
ren” (Rom. 9:3). 

“Many things, most incredible to me, 
have been said in exposition of this 
passage; and principally, I think, from 
not observing that the word ‘anathema’ 
is used in two senses, the one good and 
the-other bad. Barclay analyzes the 
word into four acceptations, and, accord- 
ing.to the first, it signifies ‘that which is 
devoted, or set apart, to God,’ in a good 
sense. According to Parkhurst, it sig- 
nifies, in Luke 21:5, ‘a consecrated gift, 
set apart for the temple of God and to 
His service alone.’ The wofd translated 
‘gifts’ is ‘anathemasi.’ In the second 
, book of Maccabees, 9:8, the word denotes 
‘a consecrated gift.’ The word in the 
Septuagint, according to Parkhurst, is 
synonymous with the Hebrew word 
‘cherem’ and signifies, generally, ‘that 
which is entirely separated from its 
former condition and use.’ If so, why 
should we not understand Paul in the 
text as expressing his ardent desire that 
he should be separated, a devoted thing, 
for the conversion of his brethren ac- 
cording to the flesh? Having gone thus 
far in expI&nation, we offer the following 
interpretation: ‘For I could wish that 
I were anathema, or a gift, in my labours, 
as an apostle, and a preacher of the 
gospel, from Christ, for the spiritual 
benefit of my brethren according to the 
flesh, principally, instead of being an 
apostle to the Gentiles, as I am _ ap- 
pointed; theirs is the adoption, etc., and 
I could also wish that I, also, as an 
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apostle, were an especial gift of Christ 
for their distinctive service.’ 

“If this be correct, there jis no neces- 
sity for changing the tense of the verb 
‘from the present to the perfect, and 
reading, ‘I could wish’ as ‘I have wished,’ 
while it saves us from putting in the 
apostle’s mouth a wish entirely opposed 
to the ‘new creation’ to the plan of Di- 
vine grace, and to the glory of God; for 
it is certain that it is quite in opposition 
to all this, for a man to desire to live 
in sin, and to be accursed forever—and 
that cannot for a moment be predicated 
of the Apostle of the Gentiles. I humbly 
ask some learned correspondent whether 
there is anything in the original text 
with which this exposition will not har- 
monize.” 

This letter led to some unsympathetic 
criticism and reply. Christmas Evans 
wrote a vindication of his views. It 
appeared in the Seren Gomer for 1822: 

“Mr. Gomer, if you please, publish the 
following, in defense of my former letter 
on Romans 9:3, and in reply to your cor- 
respondent, Pen Tafar: 

“It is admitted, on all hands, that the 
words in the question express the high- 
est degree of love to the Jews. Let us, 
now, put the different expositions be- 
fore the reader, and then let him judge 
which of them contains the greatest har- 
mony and fitness; that is, first to express 
love to the Jews; and second, the best 
adapted to bring about their salvation; 
third, the most consistent with supreme 

,love to Christ; and fourth, within the 
confines of sinlessness. 

“1, Many learned men set forth the 
apostle as having formed this desire 
when he was an enemy to Christ. This 
they maintain by tracing the word 
‘anathema’ throughout the Greek Scrip- 
tures, and the Hebrew word ‘cherem,’ 
of which it is the synonym. ‘Anathema,’ 
they say, always signifies ‘without an ex- 
ception’—a separation, or devotement 
of a beast, a city, or something else, to 
irredeemable destruction (Lev. 27:29). 
The devoted thing was not to be re- 
deemed, but certainly to be put to death. 
‘Let him be accursed,’ says Paul (Gal. 
1:8) of the angel that would preach an- 
other gospel. ‘If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema 
Maranatha [accursed when the Lord 
cometh]’ (1 Cor. 16:22). But who can 
believe that this is the meaning of the 
word in the passage before us? I say, 
with Dr. Gill, ‘This can never be the 
signification.’ What probability is there 
that Paul would swear, calling Jesus 
Christ to witness to his ancient enmity 
against Him? This was notorious enough 
throughout the whole country. No as- 
severation was necessary to prove Paul’s 
persecuting spirit. Again, how could that 
which he formerly had been prove he 
now was denying himself, his old perse- 
cuting spirit, and, being deeply ashamed 
on the account, prove his present love 
to the Jews? How did his former love 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to Satan prove his present love to the 
Jews? . ; 

“2. Others say that, whatever anathema 
means, it is Paul’s wish as a Christian. 
I believe it is his desire as a Christian; 
otherwise I see not how it could be an 
instance of his love to his brethren ac- 
cording to the flesh. Several authors 
maintain that Paul was willing, for the 
sake of saving his'nation, to part with 
his interest in Christ, and to perish for- 
ever. Peter Williams and Matthew 
Henry give this interpretation. But, 
seriously, how can a person persuade 


himself to believe this? Would not the. 


apostle, in this case, love his nation more 
than Christ, and be accordingly un- 
worthy of Christ? This is opposed to a 
principle of our nature, which never can 
desire its own destruction; to the prin- 
ciple pf grace, which loves Christ above 
all things on earth and in Heaven*Such 
a desire would make Paul a devil. 


“3. Others suppose that Paul here 
speaks inconsiderately, in a kind of.ec- 
stasy, carried away by a stream of affec- 
tion to his people. Who can believe this 
without giving up Paul’s inspiration, 
even when he solemnly appeals to 
Christ? 

“4. Another notion is that the apostle 
was willing and desirous to be excom- 
municated from the Church of Christ 
upon earth, and to be deprived of its 
ordinances, How can this, again, be con- 
sidered as consistent with love to Christ, 
and His Church? What tendency could 
his leaving the Church have to induce 
the Jews to enter it? This is contrary 
to the whole course of the divine com- 
mand, and promises; God wil] give His 
people an everlasting home and place in 
His house, 

“5. Some say, it is an hyperbole. To 
confirm this, Exodus 32:32 is quoted as 
a case in point: ‘Blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast written.’ 
This is not the book of eternal life, but 
the book of the dispensation in which 
Moses was leader and mediator. ‘tT 
would,’ he says, ‘give up my office.’ God 
rejected the request. ‘Lead the people 
unto the place of which I have spoken 
unto thee. It was not for Israel, nor 
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a condition of forgiveness to them, but 
for himself, that Moses said, ‘Blot my 
name out of thy book.’ All this gives 
but little assistance to understand the 
apostle. The,two spiritual men do not 
stand on the same ground. Moses seeks 
the obliteration of his name, unless Is- 
rael was pardoned. Paul seeks a work, 
and an office, in order to the forgive- 
ness of his nation. 

“6. Further, it is supposed to be proper 
to modify, to soften the meaning of the 
word ‘anathema’ as signifying, some- 
times, anything devoted. to God, and 
which never could, afterwards, be appro- 
priated to any other service; and here, 
to understand it in that softened sense, 
signifying that Paul was willing for the 
Redeemer to make him a devoted thing 
—a martyr for the truth—for the gootl 
of the Jewish nation. This is substan- 
tially the opinion of Thomas Charles 
and Dr.*Gill. Christmas Evans’ theory 
is erected on this ground—the modified 
sense of the word. Thus, I could wish 
myself entirely set apart, by Christ, to 
the service of my people, for their spir- 
itual good; I should have been glad, had 
I my choice, to have been an apostle, 
separated to them alone, and not to the 
Gentiles, with my dwelling and labours 
amongst them, and to die a martyr for 
the truth, even the most horrible death 
that could be devised, if Christ had ap- 
pointed me hereto.’ If Pen Tafar says 


» this is a new interpretation of Christmas 


Evans’, the answer is ‘No,’ but a legiti- 
mate extension of a former one; for he 
did not intend, nor did his words im- 
port, the separation of martyrdom, or 
the most anathematized sufferings, on 
Paul’s part for his kinsmen l&ccording 
to the flesh. 

“7. Is it not plain, and does not Pen 
Tafar see that this view is superior to 
the former five, and that it takes in, and 
is an improving addition to the latter of 
the five, as to its fitness to express the 
apostle’s great love to his people, with- 
out destroying his love to Christ, as well 
as to bring about the salvation of the 
Jews by proper means? How could the 
death of the apostle contribute to the 
conversion of the Jews unless He died 
as an apostate of the circumcision?” 


A spiritual line of defense from which trained Christian warriots go forth to battle 
| By J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr., Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 


¢¢7T“HE Ramapo Pass... was a site of 
supreme strategic importance in the 
War of American Independence; .. . the 
possession of it was the key to military 
supremacy . . . the successful defense 
of it was of infinite importance to 
America” (Researches—Rockland County 
Historical Committee). 
The greatest efforts of the enemy were 


President, Shelton College 


put forth to construct a continuous line 
of fortresses from the North through 
the Lake Champlain-Hudson Valley to 
New York, thus separating the New Eng- 
land colonies from New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, and the South. New York City 
and Long Island fell to the enemy. The 
Hudson above New York was sometimes 
controlled by Washington, sometimes al- 
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most torn from his grasp, as when the 
Hessians in October, 1777, burned King- 
ston. 

But the Ramapo Mountains were held 
in Washington’s hands. ‘From iron mines 
and forges in the Ramapos came the 
great iron chain which, at West Point, 
effectively blocked the Hudson to enemy 
ships, 

The Ramapo Pass (now Route 17 from 
Suffern and Sloatsburg to Harriman) 
‘was always vigilantly guarded from all 
attempts of the enemy to seize it. This 
gave Washington a relatively smooth 
valley between rugged cliffs, a safe 
route parallel with the Hudson, for the 
passage of troops, supplies, and com- 
munications. Without the Ramapo Pass 
the independence of America could not 
have been gained. With it, in God’s 
providence, in the history of nations, 
liberty came to a large part of’the world, 

In the historical progress of God’s re- 
demptive program, there are also stra- 
tegic positiorfs that must be held at all 
costs. I believe that Christian higher 
education is the spiritual Ramapo Pass 
of our day. ~This lesson is forcefully 
borne in upon Shelton College in its 
new Skyland Campus in the heart of the 
Ramapo Mountains; but we are speaking 
not of one institution, but of those col- 
leges and seminaries through which, as 
through a rugged pass, the defenders: of 
the faith go forth as soldiers of Christ 
to the defense and confirmation of the 
Gospel. 


Great citadels have fallen. We need 
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not mention names. Every faithful 
Christian knows how, first by easy tol- 
erance and inclusivism, then by general 
laxity of doctrine, blatant unbelief has 
taken possession of one great college, 
or seminary, after another. Neverthe- 
less there is a true line of defense, and 
there are colleges and seminaries here 
in the East, the Middle West, and the 
Far West, sending forth well-trained 
CHristian warriors into the battle for-the 
glory of Christ. 

In the War of American Independence, 
the enemy sought to starve out the hardy 
garrisons that defended the vital pass. 
Similarly, the colleges and. seminaries 
that remain in the hands of faithful, 
Bible-believing groups are suffering 
fearful attrition. I speak from direct 
knowledge of the critical needs of Shel- 
ton College, but I also speak for all those 
in#itutions that stand with us in the 
great issues.. In Revolutionary times, 
there were few wealthy persons; the 
common people had to bear the load. 
Today, socialistic Keynesian economics, 
socializing the private surplus, an intol- 
erable burden of peace-time taxes—these 
conditions have made it impossible for 
consecrated people of means to give such 
support to the Lord’s cause as they gave 
even thirty years ago. The colleges and 
seminaries that train men who will shep- 
herd their flocks from the wolves—not 
in spiritual communion with idolatry— 
must be upheld by the costly sacrifice 
of us all. The modern Ramapo Pass 
must not fall to the enemy. 


Rincwoop, N. J. 


Making Good Use of Roll Call 


How one teacher solved the problem of disorder at the beginning of the lesson period 


HE first few minutes in a Sunday 

school -class period are of primary 
importance, for they may be used to 
set the stage for the lesson, direct the 
thinking of the students, and present 
the subject to be studied. Because roll 
call comes at the beginning of the period, 
‘it has always been something of a prob- 
lem for me. How often I have thought 
that it would be wonderful if I could 
do away with it. If it were possible 
to go directly into the lesson as soon as 
everyone is seated,, then I could catch 
and hold the interest of the class with 
the object lesson, chalk talk, or what- 
ever method of beginning I had planned 
to use. But I could not do away with 
roll call, in spite of the fact my students 
took advantage of these few minutes to 
catch up on the latest school news, set- 
tle an argument that had begun some- 
time é@arlier that morning, or amused 
themselves by giving smart answers 
when certain names were called. The 
whole thing created an unhealthy at- 
mosphere, and made beginning the les- 
son twice as difficult. 





By BILLIE AVIS HOY 


After much prayerful thought, I came 
to the realization that roll call can be- 
come a vital part of the class period, 
actually setting the stage for the lesson. 

I secured a large map, one distributed 
by the American Bible Society. It had 
served its original purpose well, and I 
decided to put it to work on another 
job, so I mounted it on a sheet of heavy 
cardboard. Next I visited the five and 
ten cent store and bought several boxes 
of birthday cake candles. I made a 
number of cardboard candle holders— 
one holder for each member in the class. 
The following Sunday morning I had 
the map standing on a table in the front 
of the room, the candle holders spread 
across the table in front of the map. 

Our lesson began a series of studies 
on New Testament heroes, and I started 
by saying a few words about the dis- 
ciples going into all the world to spread 
the Gospel. As I talked, I lit a large 
candle that I had placed on a small table 
at one side of the room along with an 
open Bible and‘a-cross.. Then I said that 
we are still taking the good news of 
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salvation to those living in darkness. 
This was followed by roll call, and as 
each student’s name was called, he came 
to the front of the room, read a favorite 
verse of Scripture, lit a small candle 
from the large one, and put it in one 
of the holders. The object was to spread 
the light of God’s Word across the world. 
During the entire course of lessons we 
continued to light the candles across the 
world, much to the delight of the boys 
and girls, 

This series of lessons was followed 
by another series on living as a Chris- 
tian. I bought some tiny Bible stickers, 
prepared small slips of paper with the 
students’ names on them, and, during 
this ‘series of lessons, we spread our 
Christian influence across the world, 
during roll call. As each student’s name 
was called he came to the front of the 
room, read a verse of Scripture, then 
using a Bible sticker, put his name on 
the country he. would most like to reach 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

When we had a series of lessons on 
the Sermon on the Mount, we opened 
our Bible to a portion from the Sermon, 
and as roll call was taken, each student 
read a verse. When we studied Matthew 
5: 14-16, each student came to the front 
of the room, took a candle from under a 
basket, and put it on a candlestick on the 
table. As he did so, the rest of the-class 
read the Scripture lesson in unison. 

We enjoy roll call now. There.is no 
time for talking, no room for smart an- 
swers. It introduces our lesson, directs 
our thinking, and is as good as an object 
lesson. With each new series of lessons 
we have something new to do. We are 
glad roll call comes at the beginning of 
the class period. 

DENVER, COLO. 

1 


Good News for New. Mothers 
By Mary L. Miles 

we OU have a fine baby boy, Mrs. 

Jones.” The doctor’s voice pene- 
trates her ether-befogged brain—simple 
words that carry a sharp stab of sudden 
joy. It’s all over—months of patient ex- 
pectancyy those final weeks of impatient 


. anxiety.’ Mother—magic, moving word. 


A maternity ward is surely the happiest 
department in any hospital, yet, as I 
visit new mothers with my minister 
husband, I am always deeply depressed. 
For every mother who holds her calling 
as a sacred trust from God, there are 
a score who apparently never give Him 
a thought. Magazines with lurid cover 
pictures, and ash trays mingle with 
flowers on the bedside stands. It is 
not hard to form a mental picture of 
the homes that await many of the new 
babies—beer, cigarettes, baby-sitters, 
often constant quarreling, followed by 
divorce. Many of these'little lives will 
be scarred irreparably, ‘warped almost 
from the womb, 

As I approach the bedside, the greet- 
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ing is often anything but warm—until 
I inquire about the new baby. Nearly 
always the face of the hardest mother 
is transfigured with lines of love, as she 
eagerly speaks of him—his weight, his 
beauty, his name. 

Birth and death are mysteries that 
move the hardest hearts. A medical 
man, who makes no claim in his article 
that he is a Christian, said: 

“Many women have described their 
experience of childbirth as being asso- 
ciated with a spiritual uplifting, the 
power of which they have never pre- 
viously been aware. I have witnessed 
this so often, and become so profoundly 
conscious of the inexplicable transfigura- 
tion of women at the time of their 
babies’ arrivals that I have been led, as 
usual, to ask: Why this? It is not senti- 
mentality; it is not relief from suffer- 
ing; it is not simply the satisfaction of 
accomplishment. It is bigger than all 
those things. Can it be that the Creator 


Making Sure of Salvation 
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intended to draw mothers nearest to 
Himself at the moment of love’s fulfill- 
ment?” 

Unhesitatingly I answer, “Yes!” 

What a challenge! Christian mothers, 
personal.workers, are you alert to this 
opportunity? Prayerfully choose an at- 
tractive Gospel leaflet. Visit the maternity 
wards of your hospitals. Call on the 
neighbor who has a new baby. Our 
God is still working miracles of multi- 
plication, but He needs our “loaves and 
fishes”—not a few crumbs, but the whole 
—brought in faith and loving abandon- 
ment. Have you caught the vision? Will 
you meet the challenge? 

Editor’s Note.—Mrs. Miles’ beautiful 
little message to mothers, entitled “My 
Baby,” which was published in the 
Times March 6, 1948, may be had in an 
attractive pamphlet at $1 for twenty-five 
copies, $3 for one hundred, from Mrs. 
Mary L. Miles, 7 West Dravus St., Seattle 
99, Wash. 


Helping an elderly, sick friend to find the Lord 


N EVANGELIST had been holding 
revival meetings in a town in the 
western part of Illinois, some years ago. 
Large crowds had been attending the 
services every night. This Sunday aft- 
ernoon, only a few Christians were there. 
The evangelist asked us to come for- 
ward. Instead of the message that he 
had planned for that service, he said 
that he felt that the Lord would have 
him instruct us in how to win souls to 
Christ. 

I took out a card that I had in my 
purse and wrote the outline of proce- 
dure that he gave us. Little did I dream 
that I was to make use of it so soon. 

A few days after that, I felt the urge 
to call on some elderly friends. Mr. 
Jeffries had been ill, but I didn’t know 
that he had grown so much worse. He 
was sitting up in an easy chair with his 
lounging robe on, when his wife an- 
swered my knock and asked me to come 
in. She began telling me how very ill 
he had been. 

He remarked, “I won’t be here very 
long, I guess.” 

His wife begged him not to talk that 
way. 

I asked, “But, you are ready to go, 
aren’t you?” 

He shook his head slowly and replied 
with a sad look on his face, “No, Laura, 
I’m not a Christian. I haven’t been to 
church in years.” 

His wife quickly exclaimed, “Why, you 
are, too. You are one of the best men 
that ever lived.” Everyone knew that 
Mr. Jeffries was a fine man. 

“No, I haven’t lived as a Christian.” 
He insisted-that he’ was a sinner in spite 
of his wife’s protest. 





By LAURA DODERLEIN 


The evangelist’s outline flashed before 
my mind. The conviction came to me 
that the Lord would have me use it. 

Breathing a prayer, and feeling as- 
sured that God was with me, I said, 
“Well, Mr. Jeffries, you have just done 
the first thing necessary to get back to 
God. You have acknowledged that you 
are a sinner.” 

“But he isn’t,” his wife cried. “I won't 
have him say that.” 

“Wouldn’t it be better to be sure about 
it then?” I asked the troubled man. 

“I'd like to be certain that I am a 
Christian,” he answered with conviction, 
“but I’ve waited too long.” 

I told him that now is the accepted 
time. The Bible doesn’t put an age limit 
on when we can bé saved. Quoting sig- 
nificant verses from my outline, I then 
remembered Romans 10:13, “For whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be Saved.” Surely the Lord 
had opened his heart. I asked, “Shall 
we kneel and call upon Him?” 

He slid down by his chair on his knees, 
and I knelt beside him. After I had 
prayed for him, simply asking the Lord 
to meet his need, the old gentleman 
prayed humbly and brokenly. He 
pleaded for Christ to forgive him, for 
he long had wanted to be saved. He had 
hesitated so long, he told the Lord, be- 
cause he was ashamed. He didn’t ex- 
actly know for sure that the Lord would 
accept him. 

There was such a look of joy on the 
old man’s face when he rose from his 
knees. I knew that he had found the 
Lord. 

Very soon after that I saw in the paper 
that he had been taken to the hospital. 
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Awhile after his death, I saw his wife. 
She told me how Mr. Jeffries would have 
her get the Bible and read to him every 
day before he died. She smiled in re- 
membrance as she remarked enthusias- 
tically, “How he loved it!” ~ 

His wife confided, “And you know, he 
insisted that I pray like he did. He 
said he wanted to be sure that I knew 
the Lord, too.” 

“Did you do it?” I wanted to know. 

“You bet I did,” she replied. “Isn't 
it wonderful? I thought I was saved 
before, but I know it’s real now. I’m 
so happy that we'll meet some day in 
Heaven.” 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Macomgs, ILL. 

we 


Escaping the City’s Heat 
on the Summer Tour to Alaska 


HOSE who enjoy travel to far-away 

places—and who does not?—should 
not miss Alaska. For the fifteenth time 
THe SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs is sponsoring, 
in collaboration with the Northern Pacific 
Railway, the Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska, leaving Chicago Friday, July 
2, and returning to that city on Wednes- 
day, July 28. While the cities in the 
States will probably be having some of 
the hottest days of the year, the mem- 
bers of the party will be enjoying the 
fresh breezes and cool nights on the 
cruise of nine days and ten nights on 
the Inside Passage on the S.S, Chilcotin. 
This, however, is only part of the tour, 
from Monday, July 12, to Thursday, 
July 22. 

The Chilcotin, a small, well-equipped, 
and fairly new steamer, reserved for the 
party, has spacious decks, comfortable 
cabins, and luxurious  glass-enclosed 
lounge. From the deck the travelers 
will have continuous views of the gor- 
geous mountain-walled channels that 
make up the Inside Passage to Alaska, 
with silvery waterfalls cascading down 
from hidden glacier-fed mountain lakes; 
and no one need fear seasickness, for 
the ship moves along smoothly, since 
the Passage is sheltered by islands 
stretching up the west coast of British 
Columbia and Alaska. The ship is 252 
feet long, has a cruising speed of fifteen 
knots, and is equipped with radar, depth 
sounder, and motor-driven steering gear. 
The dining room and lounge are hand- 
somely appointed, and there is an ob- 
servation room on the forward prom- 
enade deck. Devotional services and 
hymn sings will be held in the lounge. 
The recreation boat deck is planned for 
relaxation and games. Sunny days, cool 
breezes, and exhilarating sea air whet 
the travelers’ appetites for the excellent 


(Continued on page 390) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and wamings from all the world 





R. MAXWELL LATHROP, mis- 
sionary to the Tarascan Indians 
of Mexico, reports that more than 
half of the New Testament is in service- 
able form for them, and most of the 
Old Testament narrative as far as David. 
“Our two presses and multigraph are 
working constantly turning out the above 
material and quantities of primers, 
workbooks, and a monthly newspaper 
for use in Indian rural schools. The 
very aged press is soon to be replaced 
by a linotype, gift of a California friend. 
“Recently we were pleased to entertain 
the nation’s leader in literacy, and to 
show him our statistics and graphs de- 
scribing how we are teaching hundreds 
to read. Fifteen years ago there was 
not one Indian who could read the Gos- 
pels in his own language. Now thou- 
sands could do so if they had the books. 
“Our nurses, Julia and Phyllis Burpee, 
treat sick Indians from two score vil- 
lages. These hear the Gospel. Many 
say of it, ‘It’s a good word.’ The meet- 
ings have been full of promising in- 
quirers. Some confess the Lord and 
walk in His way for a while. But In- 
dian pagan customs have a tremendous 
hold. When they found that the Gospel 
. permits no compromise with sin, some 
slipped back. In many Tarascan towns, 
to become a believer means to lose one’s 
farm lands. How then are they to work? 
“The most serious problem among the 
Tarascans is not that they do not have 
all the New Testament or that they need 
medical help, or that they are illiterate. 
Thé great problem is how to continue to 
live in a pagan town. Even we mis- 
sionaries do not have a solution to offer 
them. Will the African way of forming 
separate Christian communities be the 
answer? 


In Catholic Belgium everybody be- 
lieves that a baby should be baptized 
even though the parents are unbelievers. 
It is a kind of* spiritual vaccination. 
Civil marriage is obligatory, but couples 
sometimes seek to give to it a religious 
touch by sitting a few minutes in a 
near-by church, or by dipping their 
rings in holy water. One who refused 
to be married in a church was never- 
theless described by his wife as a good 
Catholic “because when he puts on a 
clean shirt, he always makes the sign 
of the cross on it.” In a village near 
Liége, a gardener asked for a Gospel 
of John to help him get rid of moles 
and other pests. “The only remedy is 
to read the Gospel aloud in three corners 
of the garden, leaving the fourth open 
for their escape.” He wanted, however, 
to know the passage to be read. 

Belgium is a Catholic country, and it 
is to this dechristianized land that the 





Belgian Gospel Mission is ministering. 
Thus a new Introductory Course on John 
has been prepared by the Navigators, 
and which Dr. Stearns is using to follow 
up the seven thousand inquirers of his 
radio programs. A quarter of a million 
French tracts prepared by Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe are now on order, money in hand; 
another half million are needed. A 
French translation of “Major Bible 
Themes,” by Dr. Louis Sperry Chafer, is 
being prepared. 

The New Testaments, sent out on re- 
quest, were in French chiefly, but also 
in German, Russian, Dutch, Spanish, 
Arabic, Polish, Italian, and Jugoslav. 
The first ten letters from Guadeloupe 
Island were noted. “I was living in 
complete indifference, as an animal,” 
wrote one from near Paris. “My life 
was transformed. I bought a Bible. I 
look forward with impatience to your 
Saturday broadcast.” 


Unitarians and Universalists have 
united in one denomination. Why An- 
dover, Mass., was chosen as the place for 
instituting this union is difficult to un- 
derstand unless it was because Andover 
had been for several generations the 
Seat of evangelical Christianity in New 
England. This suggests a note of tri- 
umph. Universalists generally give the 
impression of an inoffensive people, their 
churches given up to entertainment and 
social intercourse. They seem to be 
without the intriguing spirit and fanati- 
cism of Unitarianism. 

In Mr. Raible’s “Ten Elements of the 
Unitarian Religion,” we are told that the 
Unitarian is simply not interesteti in 
salvation in a future life. “Many believe 
in a future life, but some do not. Most 
of them believe in God, but a few do 
not. All Unitarians who believe in im- 
mortality are universalists. They. say 
that, all achieve it or none do. [How do 
they know?] Their chief interest is in 
making this world a better place to 
live in.” 


The National Council Outlook of the 
National Council of Churches features 
“Council personalities,” 

Arthur Austin is Director of Special 
Events for the Council’s Broadcasting. 
His line is to bring to the attention of 
radio and television producers news- 
worthy ‘programs of the N.C.C. For this 
advertisement of the N.C.C. Austin in 
1952 secured a million dollars of free 
time. “When his schedule allows, he 
collects jazz records, plays a mediocre 
game of chess, and cooks.” 

The National Council of Churches has 
Secured a group of experienced adver- 
tising men “to help interpret the Coun- 
cil,” a thirty member board of man- 
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agers. They have also organized “an 
Advisory Committee representing thirty 
denominations to consider ways and 
means for implementing the work of the 
Department of Public Relations for in- 
terpreting the Council’s movements to 
the American people.” 

Evermore organizing; evermore talk; 
nevermore results, 

In the National Counctl Outlook is also 
reference to R.LA.L., otherwise Religion 
in American Life. This is “sponsored by 
three major faiths, and is supported by 
twenty-three national religious bodies.” 
Its November “pronouncements program” 
over TV and radio featured Grace Kelly 
and Ethel Waters, movie stars; Sam 
Goldwyn, movie king; and President 
Eisenhower. This is its fifth annual 
campaign. Whatever is it campaigning 
for? 


The last twelve verses of the Gospel 
of Mark are taken out of the text of the 
Revised Standard Version. Yet the 
manuscript testimony is overwhelmingly 
in their favor, eighteen uncial and six 
hundred cursive manuscripts. The Freer 
manuscript of the University of Michi- 
gan has it in its entirety. Irenaeus, dis- 
ciple of Polycarp, who was disciple of 
John, quoted it; Jerome omits no part 
of it in his translation; other Fathers 
quote it in part. In fact, it was not 
called in question until by Griesbach, a 
textual critic of the eighteenth century. 

The Codex Vaticanus omits it, as does 
the Sinaiticus. Both contain other omis- 
sions and interpolations. But, as Dean 
Burgon has pointed out, in the Vatican 
manuscript a blank space is left where 
the verses should be, the only such blank 
in the whole manuscript. This blank 
is sufficient to contain all the twelve 
verses. Burgon’s explanation is that 
these verses were in the manuscript 
from which the scribe was copying; that 
he was ordered to leave them out; and 
that he prudently left a blank to indicate 
that there had been an omission. This 
reasonable explanation makes the Vati- 
can manuscript rather to vindicate the 
passage than to discredit it. 

The R.S.V. should have retained the 
passage and, if deemed necessary, stated 
any objection to it in a footnote. To 
relegate the entire passage to a foot- 
note causes confusion among the great 
body of Bible readers. The real hostil- 
ity to it comes probably from unbelief 
in supernatural signs. 

Dean Burgon of Oriel College, Oxford, 
left a conclusive summing up of the 
defense in his treatise, “The Last Twelve 
Verses of the Gospel According to St. . 
Mark.” He insisted that “not a particle 
of doubt, not an atom of suspicion, at- 
taches to these last twelve verses.” 
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International Uniform Lesson 








THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 21:1 And it came to pass after these things, that 
Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, 
hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 

2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is 
near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better 
vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee 
the worth of it in money. 

3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lorp forbid it me, that I 
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased 
because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken 
to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away sa mean, and wound eat np bread. 


LESSON 7. MAY 16. ELIJAH REBUKES AHAB 


1 Kings 21; printed text, verses 1-4, 16-20 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt not covet.—Exod. 20:17 


dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

17 And the word of the Lorp came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 

18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in 
Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither 
he is gone down to possess it. 

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lorp, In the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
thy blood, even thine. 

20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lorp. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 









The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

LIJAH is strangely absent from the 
E twentieth chapter of 1 Kings. Three 

times in that chapter Ahab re- 
ceived a prophetic message, but on_none 
of those occasions was Elijah the mes- 
senger. Instead, two anonymous prophets 
(one of them described as “a certain 
man of the sons of the prophets”—v. 35) 
were employed. What reason can be 
offered for this? Perhaps the events of 
chapter 19 are part of the answer. Eli- 
jah was “back in school,” having a post- 
graduate course. Or perhaps we should 
say that he was in the hospital, recuper- 
ating from the wounds of battle—not 
physical wounds, but spiritual. How long 
he was out of commission we do not 
know, but when he did return to duty, 
he had with him a companion and helper, 
Elisha, whose quieter, milder spirit must 
have been a comfort to the more fiery 
Elijah (19:19-21). 

The answer may also be in part the 
events of chapter 18. That victory must 
have given courage to the fearful ones. 
Doubtless there were prophets and “sons 
of the prophets” who felt shame that 
they had so hidden their light under a 
bushel and left Elijah to fight alone. 
Now they buckled on their armor and 
openly stood for God and righteousness. 
So it is actually cheering to see Elijah’s 
monopoly broken, and more of the 
Lord’s people being used in the sacred 
office. 


But Ahab’s seizure of Naboth’s vine- 
yard created a crisis which called Eli- 
jah back to duty, and in this week’s les- 
son we see the conflict between the king 








16 And it came to pass, whan Ahab picees that Naboth was 
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and the prophet resumed with fierce in- 
tensity. God had spoken in the fire of 
Carmel, but Ahab had not hearkened. 
He was still his selfish, willful self, and 
still the weakling, allowing his wife 
Jezebel to exert her baneful influence 
in the kingdom. That theft, accompanied 
with blood, sealed Ahab’s judgment, and 
Elijah was chosen to pronounce it. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 21:1.—“Naboth . . . had a vine- 
yard ... in Jezreel, hard by the palace 
of Ahab. . .” Ahab had made Jezreel a 
royal residence, and was seeking to en- 
large and improve the grounds. Jezreel 
was in the territory of Issachar, near 
Mt. Gilboa, and so north of Jeroboam’s 
residence at Tirzah. 

Verse 2.—“Give me thy vineyard ... 
for a garden of herbs... I will give 
thee for it a better vineyard ...or... 
money.” On the face of it, it seemed a 
reasonable request, on equitable terms. 

Verse 3.—“The Lord forbid it me, that 
I should give the inheritance of my 
fathers unto thee.” While some might 
have regarded it as a high honor to be 
approached by the king with such a re- 
quest, Naboth saw the other side of the 
matter. It would mean the surrender of 
the family inheritance, which he re- 
garded as a sacred trust for the genera- 
tions to come. 

Verse 4.—“Ahab came into his house 
heavy and displeased .. . laid him down 
upon his bed, and turned away his face, 
and would eat no bread.” What a pic- 
ture of a peeved king! Instead of admir- 
ing the spirit of his subject, he indulged 
in a royal pout, 

Verses 5-15.—These verses tell of Jeze- 
bel’s diabolical plot to secure for her 
pouting husband what he could not se- 
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cure by bargain. The plot, of course, was 
successful. Or was it? 


Verse 16.—“Ahab rose up to go down 
to the vineyard of Naboth . . . to take 
possession of it.” The death of Naboth 
and his sons (2 Kings 9:26) opened the 
way for Ahab to take personal possession 
of Naboth’s vineyard, without fear of 
dispute. 


Verse 17.—*And the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah the Tishbite.” Elijah 
was again ready for service after the 
experiences of chapter 19. 


Verse 18.—“Arise, go down to meet 
Ahab . .’. he is in the vineyard of Na- 
both . .. to possess it.” Apparently Ahab 
was at his Samaria residence (the capi- 
tol) when Naboth was killed. It was 
probably part of the strategy for the 
king not to be in the vicinity of Jezreel 
when the deed was perpetrated. 


Verse 19.—“Hast thou killed, and also 
taken possession .. . where dogs licked 
the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood ...” The deed was to have retri- 
bution in kind. However, see verse 29 
and chapter 22:38. So there was a par- 
tial staying of the sentence. 


Verse 20.—“Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy ... thou hast sold thyself 
to work evil in the sight of the Lord.” 
The evildoer regards God, and there- 
fore God's faithful servant, as his ene- 
my. Elijah, the prophet, stands for the 
Word of God, which searches out the 
sinofman. See Hebrews 4:12,13. Notice 
the striking phrase, “sold thyself.” What 
did he make out of the deal? See verse 
25 and Romans 7:14, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Elijah’s former controversy with Ahab 
had to do with the national life. Now 
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the prophet stepped into the king’s:pri- 
vate affairs. But does a king have a 
private life? Can any of his affairs be 
called private? When Edward VIII of 
England wanted to marry Mrs. Simpson, 
he reckoned that it was his private af- 
fair. But Mr. Baldwin, the prime min- 
ister, did not think so. And the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury did not think so. 
What may be a private affair to a pri- 
vate person is a national-affair in the 
life of a king. So Ahab’s seizure of 
Naboth’s vineyard was a matter of 
national justice. No man’s inheritance 
could be secure if the king could take 
possession at will. 

There is an old adage to the effect 
that “the king can do no wrong.” God 
does not regard the saying, nor did His 
prophet Elijah. What is wrong is wrong, 
whether done by king or commoner. So, 
just as God had sent Nathan to deal 
with David about his double sin of adul- 
tery and murder, so God sent Elijah to 
deal with Ahab’s double sin of murder 
and theft. Notice that the fact that Jeze- 
bel had schemed the affair is not men- 
tioned here. The king is held responsi- 
ble. “Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession?” (v. 19.) But there was this 
difference between David and Ahab. 
David had not so hardened himself in 
sin that he regarded God’s prophet as 
his enemy. Rather he received him as 
a friend, whose rebuke was welcomed 
and accepted, though it cut to the quick. 
The penitence of David, also, was deep 
and true, so that it gave to the saints 
one of the greatest of the Psalms— 
the Fifty first, the Song of the Penitent. 
Ahab, on the other hand, wanted no 
interference from God’s prophet. Elijah 
was his “enemy” (v. 20), as was anybody 
who would challenge the royal whim. 
It is true that Ahab humbled himself 
(v. 29) on hearing the terrible condem- 
nation which his sin had brought on 
him, but we cannot fail to see that it was 
the reaction of the moral weakling, who 
did not really hate his sin, but feared 
the consequences. He did not make 
friends of the true prophets of God 
thereafter (22:8), but continued to sur- 
round himself with sycophants who 


aimed to please rather than to be true.. 


Yet the mercy of the Lord was abun- 
dant toward this craven monarch. The 
sentence uttered by Elijah (21:19-24) 
was modified in the case of Ahab him- 
self, so that he received burial (22:37), 
and only the blood which stained his 
chariot of war was licked by the dogs 
—not of Jezreel, but of Samaria (v. 38). 
But because the repentance was not 
complete, and because the house of Ahab 
was unfit for continuance, the full force 
_ of the judgment fell upon his son Jeho- 

ram (2 Kings 9:21-26). What a mon- 
ster is sin, destroying lives and houses 
and souls! 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. ‘The king’s request refused by Naboth 
(1 Kings 21: 1-4) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. (3) May 9.—Elijah Challenges Baal 
Worship » 1 Kings 17:1 to 19:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 
8 (5) May 23.—Micaiah Withstands 
False Prophets 1 Kings 22:1-40 








2. The king’s desire secured by Jezebel 
(vs. 5-16) 

3. The king’s action condemned by God 
(vs. 17-24) 


Topics for Development 

Naboth Says No! There are some men 
in the Bible story whose greatness rests 
on the fact that they said No! That was 
the answer of Moses to the lure of 
Egypt’s wealth and ease when it would 
have meant compromising his divine call 
(Heb. 11:24-26). Daniel returned the 
same answer to the king’s dainties when 
partaking would have meant defilement 
(Dan. 1:8). Mordecai’s refusal to bow 
before a king’s favorite was the first step 
to his rise to the premiership of the 
realm (Esther 3:2-5). Naboth belongs 
to the same category. A king’s greedy 
whim met with a blank refusal from 
this Israelite of noble and independent 
spirit. But it was not mere stubbornness 
and determination to hold on to what 
he had that motivated Naboth’s refusal. 
It was a law in Israel that only dire 
need could justify the sale of one’s in- 
heritance, and even then the right of 
redemption belonged to the original 
owner or a kinsman, while the year of 
jubilee must see its return if not already 
redeemed (Lev. 25:23-28). To sell with- 
out such necessity, and with no guar- 
antee of its return, was something to 
which Naboth would not listen. He was 
a conscientious objector: “The Lord for- 
bid it me,” he cried. Naboth, then, is 
to be regarded as a martyr, who suffered 
death for his adherence to the Law of 
the Lord. Saying No may be costly, but 
it means enrollment in a noble order. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO built the royal city of Samaria? 
2. Where did Ahab build a second 
royal residence? ‘ 
3. For what purpose did Ahab want 
Naboth’s vineyard? 
4. On what ground did Naboth refuse 
to sell his vineyard to the king? 
5. How did Ahab react to Naboth’s re- 
fusal? 
6. Why did Ahab’s seizure of the vine- 
yard go unchallenged by Naboth’s heirs? 
7. How did Ahab regard Elijah? 
8. How. did Elijah say that Naboth’s 
blood would be avenged? 
9. To what extent was this revenge 
carried out? 
10. Why was the judgment on Ahab 
modified? 
(Answers on page 385) 
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Is God Changeable? In theology we 
teach that one of the attributes of God 
is His immutability, or changelessness. 
It is definitely stated that with God “is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing” (Jas. 1:17). Yet we frequently read 
of God’s changing, repenting, and so on. 
Consider Genesis 6:6; Exodus 32:14; 
Jonah 3:10. Here we have another in- 
stance of a change in the case of Ahab. 
The judgment was pronounced on this 
wicked king—that the dogs would lick 
his blood in the very spot where they 
had licked the blood of his victim, Na- 
both, in the vineyard of Jezreel, and 
that his house would be made like the 
house of Jeroboam and that of Baasha 
(21:19-22). In verse 29 of the same chap- 
ter, God declared a stay of execution, 
and Ahab continued until he was slain 
in battle. Then, instead of being eaten 
by the dogs of Jezreel, he was given de- 
cent burial in Samaria, and only a token 
of*the curse was carried out, when the 
dogs around the pool of Samaria licked 
the blood stains on the chariot in which 
the king had died, 

Is this changeableness? No. It is just 
a matter of God’s bringing His unchange- 
able righteousness and goodness and 
long-suffering to bear on changing con- 
ditions. When sin enters, there must be 
a change in God’s attitude. When re- 
pentance enters, however feeble and 
faulty, there is again a change in God's 
position with respect to the person in- 
volved. When men boast that nothing can 
change them, it is usually a case of pig- 
headedness,, unreasoning immobility. 
God’s immutability is infinite steadfast- 
ness of nature, which meets every 
change in situation with the answer of 
perfect holiness, righteousness, justice, 
goodness, and truth. 


Practical Applications 


Thou shalt not covet. 

Thou shalt not pout. 

Thou shalt not baby a pouting husband 
—or wife. 

Thou shalt not lay false charges. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

Thou shalt not give consent to an evil 
design against thy neighbor. 

Thou shalt not call the servant of the 
Lord thine enemy, lest thou be found 
to be God’s enemy. 

Thou shalt not seek profit from an- 
other man’s loss. 

Thou shalt not rejoice in the prosperity 
of evil, for the curse of God is upon it. 


Golden Text 

Exodus 20:17.—“*Thou shalt not covet.” 
The First and Tenth Commandments 
deal with the sins of the heart, the others 
deal with outward expressions of what 
is in the heart. Think of all the evil 
that flowed from covetousness in our 
lesson—anger, false accusation, false wit- 
ness, murder, theft. If we keep the heart 
free of covetousness, the life will be 
free of multiplied sins, 
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Lesson for May 16 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Haris 


Succestep HyMNs 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“What Can Wash Away My Sin?” 

“Come, Every Soul by Sin Oppressed” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
our Father, who in faithful love hast 
warned us that the wages of sin is death, 
and in Thy grace dost offer us eternal 
life as a gift, we thank Thee for Thy 
concern that men might be saved and 
fer Thy readiness to save them. Help us 
to see the sinfulness and the doom of sin 
and then to see the wonder of a full and 
free salvation. Use this lesson to search 
our hearts and to free us from the folly 
of hiding, denying, or excusing our sins. 
Awaken our conscience and help us to 
heed Thy call to repent. Give us of 
Thy hatred for sin, and make us hungry 
for a life right before Thee. Bless all 
faithful preaching of Thy Word, and by 
it turn many to the Saviour. Guide 
us into Thy will for our lives, and de- 
liver us from every temptation and all 
the power and snares of the evil one. 
Give help and comfort to the sick, the 
mourners, and the afflicted. Give wise 
and godly rulers to the nations, and 
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Spirit-filled leaders to Thy Church, that 
the forces of evil may be restrained, and 
at last the day may come of our Lord’s 
return and enthronement. Hear us since 
we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have we ever stood 
aside afraid to take part in some piece 
of wickedness and then, after some 
bolder sinner had done the evil deed, 
have we shared in the pleasure or profit 
the sin opened to us? If so, by know- 


rour REPRESED CONSCIENCE 


ingly and willingly sharing in the fruit 
of other people’s sin, we have shared 
in the guilt of that sin as though it were 
our Own, e 


That is why Elijah appeared to Ahab 
with a meSsage of judgment asthe king 
was taking over Naboth’s vineyard. 
When Ahab said, “Hast thou found me, 
O mine enemy?” he showed he expected 
an unpleasant message. Behind that 
word “enemy” lay the working of Ahab’s 
conscience. Till the prophet appeared, 
the king had been telling himself that 
he had done nothing to Naboth, and if 














6 BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT.>> C.NUM.32:23) 
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there had been some dirty work done, it 
wasn’t his fault. Anyway, it couldn't 
be helped now, so he might as well take 
over Naboth’s land. But, before the mes- 
senger of God, Ahab cart soothe his con- 
science no longer by such self-excusing 
reasoning. He had let Jezebel have his 
seal. He had known some wickedness 
was being concocted and had closed his 
eyes to it when, as king, he should have 
stood for justice. So Ahab’s conscience 
told him he shared the guilt of Jezebel 
in murdering Naboth. 

It was not Elijah, but God who had 
found Ahab by awakening the smoth- 
ered voice of the royal conscience. And 
when faithful preaching and teaching 
disturb our peace of mind it is because 
God’s voice sounds in our souls through 
the word of reproof as conscience sides 
with truth and right against us. Not 
till we let that inner, accusing voice lead 
us to repentance shall we be at peace 
again. Peace for the sinner is not found 
by dodging God's accusations, but in 
heeding His call to repent and sin no 
more, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Give me thy vineyard, that I.may 
have it for a garden of herbs” (1 Kings 
21:2).—The “law of sin and death” is 
operating in Ahab’s life. He sees Na- 
both’s well-kept vineyard close by his 
palace, and, instead of complimenting 
the owner, \he covets it. 
As “the lust of the flesh,” and the “lust 
of the eyes” grip him, Ahab determines 
to secure that vineyard. And “the pride 
of life” enables him to envisage it as 
a beautiful garden of herbs within the 
palace grounds. 
God’s Commandment: “Thou shalt 
not covet ... any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s,” was ignored by the king; 
and it soon became apparent that when 
“lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bring- 
eth forth death” (Jas. 1:15). 
Our newspaper related the case of a 
man who coveted the big money being 
made by the owner of a liquor store. He 
decided to seize it, even if he had to 
resort to violence to do it. He entered 
the store, and, at the point of a gun 
marched the owner into a rear room, 
But as he entered the room, two detec- 
tives who were hidden in that room, ~ 
opened fire on him and killed him. 
Someone has Said, “Covetousness has 
such a blinding power that all the argu- = 
ments in the world will not convince a 
man that he is covetous.” 
“And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord 
forbid it me...” (1 Kings 21:3).—Ahab's 
proposition ‘was fair enough. He was 
willing to buy or trade; but Naboth’s 
tender conscience towafd the word of 
the Lord forbade his selling his inheri- 
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tance to the king. The land was not 
to be “sold for ever” (Lev. 25:23). Every 
Israelite was to “keep himself to the 
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers” 
(Num. 36:7). 

Naboth’s resolute adherence to the 
faith of his fathers cost him his good 
name, his life, and the lives of his sons! 
(2 Kings 9:26.) For when wicked Jeze- 
bel undertook to secure the vineyard 
for the sulking monarch, she saw to it 
that the sons, as well as Naboth, were 
killed, so that there would be no living 
heirs. 

“With intrepid insolence, she (Jeze- 
bel) at once wrote a letter in Ahab’s 
name from Samaria, and sent it sealed 
with his signet to the elders of Jezreel. 
She ordered them to proclaim a fast as 
though to avert some public calamity, 
and—with a touch of dreadful malice as 
though to aggravate the horror of his 
ruin—to exalt Naboth to a conspicuous 
position in the assembly. They were to 
get hold of two ‘sons of worthlessness,’ 
professional perjurers, .and to accuse Na- 
both of blasphemy against God and the 
king. . . . On the testimony of those 
two witnesses Naboth must be con- 
demned, and then they must drag him 
outside the city to the pool or tank with 
his sons and stone them all” (F. W. 
Farrar). ‘ 

At this point, it is well to remember 

that the Lord Jesus, because of His per- 
fect faithfulness to the Word of God, 
was brought before the Sanhedrin—the 
highest tribunal known to the Jews. By 
the high priest, He was placed under the 
most solemn oath known to that court, 
and was falsely charged with blasphemy. 
Two false witnesses were active in His 
trial also (Matt. 26:57-68). Shortly after, 
He was led outside the city, where He 
was crucified and slain. 
, It often costs life itself to be faithful 
to the Word of God as some of our dear 
brethren—as close to us as South 
America—have discovered. 

“Arise, go down to meet Ahab...” 
(1 Kings 21:18).—When Ahab heard that 
Naboth was dead, did he inquire of, and 
rebuke his wicked queen for her mur- 
derous method of procedure? No, in- 
deed! His peevishness ceased, he- arose 
and went down to take possession of 
the vineyard. 

Naboth was dead; but his God was not 
dead.” He had His servant Elijah meet 
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Ahab in the stolen vineyard, with a 
message of dire judgment. 

Because Ahab “rent his clothes, and put 
sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and 
lay in sackcloth, and went softly,” the 
execution of the sentence was delayed. 
It is not difficult to conclude what would 
have happened, if Ahab had confessed 
his sins and truly repented; for God’s 
threats of judgment are contingent on 
the sinner’s repentance (Jer. 18:8). 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon 

receives! 

“Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” 
(1 Kings 21:20.)—Sin blinds one in such 
a way as to render the sinner incapable 
of distinguishing between friend and foe, 
Elijah was really the best friend Ahab 
had, and Jezebel his worst enemy; but 
he could not see it. 

The average sinner counts the Lord as 
his enemy; whereas He is the best Friend 
possible. “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life 
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for his friends.” But the Lord Jesus laid 
down His life for His enemies (Rom. 
5:10). 

A certain man who considered God 
his enemy asked a Christian, “Where 
was your God when my son was killed?” 
The Christian properly answered, “Just 
where He was when His Son was killed!” 


His love is a fountain of blessing so pure, 
Ever flowing for me, for you; 
His power is unfailing, His promise is 
sure, 
Was there ever a Friend so true? 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


T IS a story of selfish and cruel greed 

which we have fer our study today. 
King Ahab reigned over Israel twenty- 
two years—an exceedingly wicked king. 
The record (1 Kings 16:30, 31) says he 
was more wicked than all the kings who 
preceded him—even worse than “Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Is- 
rael to sin’—and that was going some. 
He led Israel] into idolatry and all the 
vile sins of a godless, evil-minded man. 
He married Jezebel, the daughter of a 
heathen king, a worshiper of the heathen 
god Baal, and built a temple to Baal at 
the instance of his heathen wife. 

But the sin which was Ahab’s final 
undoing was covetousness. Covetousness 
lies at the root of most sins mentioned 
in the Decalogue. Ahab coveted the 
vineyard of Naboth, his neighbor. He 
proposed to buy it, but Naboth declined 
to sell, saying the vineyard was an in- 
heritance which he preferred to keep. 
This made Ahab angry, but, seeing no 
way to compel Naboth, he went home 
and went to bed and sulked. Refused 
to eat. Then Jezebel came in. 

“Why,” she said, “you don’t have to 
carry on like that; you are the king. 
Just let me handle this matter; I'll settle 
it.” So she gave instructions for Naboth 
to. be falsely charged with blasphemy, 
and disloyalty to the king, which caused 
Naboth’s neighbors to stone him to 
death. When messengers came and told 
her that Naboth was dead she went in 
to Ahab and said, “Arise, take possession 
of the vineyard of Naboth, which he 
refused to sell you, for Naboth is dead.” 
Therefore, Ahab got up and went down 
to take over. But that was not the 
end of it. The Lord sent Elijah to the 
scene and seeing him caused Ahab with 
his guilty conscience to cringe with fear, 
exclaiming, “Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy?” Elijah told him Yes, “I 
have found\thee: because thou hast sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord.” 

For that atrocious treatment of Naboth, 
Ahab and Jezebel suffered fearful pun- 
ishment. Jezebel was slain in the streets 
of Jezreel in front of the palace, and 
the dogs devoured her body. Ahab later 
was slain in battle, and when his body 
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Conferences centering in i 
Christ result in Christ- 
centered lives. For many 
years this vital fact has 
been unmistakably and. 
continuously verified in 


VICTORIOUS LIFE CONFERENCES 


at AMERICA’S KESWICK, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Spend your vacation or a part of it at Keswick. Two beautiful lakes 
available for swimming and canoeing. Other recreation such as tennis, 
concrete shuffleboards, croquet, baseball, hiking through the pine woods, 
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There are nine conferences beginning May 28 and running through the summer 
until September 6. 


Write to Victorious Life Testimony, Room 711, Schaff Bldg., 15th and Race Sts., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., for program showing list of conferences, speakers, rates, etc. 


FOR A SPIRITUAL TREAT! 


In the Redwoods 75 miles South of San Francisco 
Swimming, hiking, near begonia gardens & ocean 
1954 CONFERENCE SEASON 
June 18 through September 6 
Theme: “The battle is not yours, but God's” 
For information and reservations write: 
Fulton C. Lytle; D.D., Executive Director 
MOUNT HERMON ASSN., MOUNT HERMON, CALIF. 




























In the LAND of the SKY 


BIBLE CONFERENCE blessings in the refreshing mountairr JULY 31-AUGUST 9 BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE 


climate of western North Carolina can be yours at Ben, Lip- CONFERENCE --Dr. J. Allen Blair, Rev. James M. Hatch, 
* pen. For reservations write Columbia Bible College, Co- Rev. Edwin J. Pudney, Rev. Robert I. Brown, Dr. G. Allen 
lumbia, S.C. (before June 1); Ben Lippen Conference, Fleece. 
Route 4, Asheville, N. C. (after June 1). AUGUST 9-14 MINISTERS’ AND CHRISTIAN 
JUNE 12-19 YOUTH CONFERENCE ~—Rev. H. Lawrence WORKERS’ CONFERENCE--Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, 
Love, Rev. F. Brooks Sanders, Rev. Joseph S$. McCullough, Rev. Frank H. Sells, Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, Latin America 
Rev. C. Deming Gerow. Mission Team, Miss Marjorie Ford of Scripture Press, Dr. G. 
Allen Fleecé. 


JUNE 19-JULY 30 SUMMER SCHOOL ANB GUEST 
PERIOD—No regular conference program, but devotional AUGUST 14-23 BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE CON- 


period each day restful accommodations in Christian en- FERENCE—Dr. Vance Havner, Dr. Norman B. Harrison, 
vironment. Guests have the privilege of attending the Rev. George McAlpine, Dr. Ralph T. Davis, Dr. G. Allen 
summer gchool chapel periods and auditing classes. Fleece. 


Ministers and wives half price for any one conference 
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was brought home, the dogs licked up 
his hlood where it had lain in his chariot, 

These were fulfillments of the proph- 
ecies in 1 Kings 21:23, 24. 

In Micah 2:1-3, we read: «“Woe to 
them that devise iniquity, and work evil 
upon their beds! when the morning is 
light, they practise it, because it is in 
the power of their hand. And they covet 
fields, and take them by violence; and 
houses, and take them away: so they 
oppress a man and his house, even a 
man and his heritage. Therefore thus 
saith the Lord; Behold, against this fam- 
ily do I devise an evil, from which ye 
shall not remove your necks.. .” 

Fellows, covetousness is fatal. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
SPEAKING TRUTH TO A KING 


AST week we read about the contest 

between the true and living God 
dnd the heathen idol Baal. You remem- 
ber that when God gave this tremendous 
demonstration of His power, the people 
fell on their faces, saying, “The Lord, 
he is the God.” No doubt the Prophet 
Elijah expected that this would turn 
the whole nation back to God, especially 
when God gave them the long-needed 
rain. But instead of that, Jezebel, the 
wicked queen, sent him a message that 
she would have him killed next day. It 
is curious ‘that she sent a message in- 
stead of an assassin to slay Elijah. No 
doubt God was protecting His servant, 
but it looks as if Jezebel was trying to 
scare him out of the country rather than 
to kill him. She may have had some 
fear of “the Lord God of Elijah.” 

She did scare him away for a time. 
He was worn out physically and bitterly 
disappointed that instead of an imme- 
diate proclamation from King Ahab call- 
ing for national repentance and thanks- 
giving to God for the rain, there seemed 
to be no result aside from more hatred 
toward himself. Elijah ran and ran 
away down south into the desert till he 
was so exhausted he had to rest. There, 
under a tree, he prayed that he might 
die because he thought that all his efforts 
to turn Israel back to God had failed. 
Here, while the prophet had a long rest, 
God twice sent an angel to bring him 
food. What an interesting life Elijah 
had: he had been fed by ravens, by a 
poor widow, and now by angels! Read 
1 Kings 19:8 and see what endurance 
this food gave him. (He was able to 
travel forty days without food.) 

When Elijah reached Mt, Horeb, God 
sent a strong wind past him which 
cracked the mountain and smashed the 
rocks. Next, God sent an earthquake, 
and then a fire. There was no voice 
heard with these phenomena, but they 
were impressive reminders of the mighty 
power of the God of Israel. After this, 
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God spoke in a still small voice, “What 


doest thou here, Elijah?” Read Elijah’s 
answer in 1 Kings 19:14. The Lord did 
not grant Elijah’s request to die beqause 
his work was net done. Instead He sent 
His prophet back to Israe] te anoint two 
kings and another prophet. Read what 
the Lord said to comfort him in 1 Kings 
19:18. Elijah had been mistaken when 
he said that he was the only one left 
who was true to God. But he was the 
bravest one, without any doubt. 

First Kings 20 tells about a war be- 
tween the king of Syria and the king 
of Israel. God delivered the Syrian 
army into the hands of.Israel, but Ahab 
disobeyed God in sparing the life of the 
wicked king of Syria. Instead of repent- 
ing when God sent a prophet to rebuke 
him, Ahab was heavy and displeased. 

Now read 1 Kings 21:1-4. Instead of 
worrying about his sins, the king was 
thinking how to get more luxuries for 
himself. He did not plan to rob Na- 
both, but he had no regard for God’s 
word, and tried to get Naboth to dis- 
regard it, too. God had said that no 
Israelite should sell or trade his land. 
Read Leviticus 25:23 and Numbers 36:7. 
Ahab was absolutely wrong to tempt 
Naboth to disobey God’s Law, and Na- 
both was right to refuse. 

As we finish this story see what sin 
grew out of Ahab’s disregard for God’s 
commands. How did King Ahab act 
when he was heavy and displeased? (He 
went to bed and sulked.) Exactly. Now 
read verses 5-7. Ahab knew that his 
wife was wicked, yet he never asked 
her how she was going to get him his 
desire. He wanted that vineyard, re- 
gardless of how he got it. Read Jeze- 
bel’s plan in verses 8-10. Now read 
verse 11, How sad that the elders and 
nobles of that city fell in with the 
queen’s wicked plan! If only they had 
feared God as Elijah did, that great 
crime never would have been committed. 
Perhaps they have wished in centuries 
of torment that they had refused to obey 
her evil commands. But the wicked 
deed was done. 

Jezebel tells Ahab that Naboth is dead. 
He must have known that it was ac- 
complished by foul means. But this does 
not bother him. Now he can get that 
vineyard, so he rises up immediately to 
go and take possession. As he walks 
about the vineyard making plans of what 
he will grow here and there, he sud- 
denly sees Elijah coming toward him, 
the last person Ahab wanted to see! How 
did it happen that Elijah was there? 
God had sent him for the third time to 
warn the king of His judgment, and this 
time Elijah’s message was the most ter- 
rible of all. Read 1 Kings 21:17-19. 
Again Elijah had obeyed fearlessly and 
immediately. Carol, you read what King 
Ahab ‘said when he saw Elijah. Dixie, 
you read what Elijah answered, going 
down to verse 25. 

Now .read God’s summary of Ahab 
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and BIBLE CONFERENCE 


(Southland Conference) 
JUNE 20-26 
For Program WRITE: 
LAKE LOUISE 
Cenference Grounds 
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REST-A-WHILE 


THIS SUMMER SEASON AT 
Cedar Lake Conference Grounds 


For information address 
Box 87 Cedar Lake, Indiana 
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ONTARIO BIBLE CONFERENCE 


AT BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEW 
on Lake Ontario 
akers include: Oswald Smith, Theodore H. Epp, 
Phi Saint, Clyde Taylor, and others of the nation’s 
leaders. 
July 25 — August 8 


For information te: W. H. Roberts, State Street 
Road, Auburn, N Na 











Children’s Bible Camp of Mt. Lou-San | 


near Harrisburg, Pa. 
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2 
Where tender hearts may receive the truths of 
the Victorious Life. Diréctors and teachers:— 
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Rev. J. H. Burtner and Lee Bellman ( 
Write or phone Paul March 4 
401 S. 17th St., Harrisburg, Pa. (Phone 2-9201) 
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For a spiritually invigorating vacation, try the 


North Mountain Bible Conference 


Red Rock, Pa. (near Wilkes Barre) 
July 2nd through August 22nd 


America’s Cutsnntion eee excellent accom- 
modations, delicious 
Write: ROBERT W. LANCASTER, Box 22, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 


ON CAPE COD 
> poe camps for boys and girls, ages 8 to 18. 
ason under same management. 207 acres. 
poe trips, swimming, canoeing, handcraft, 
horges. Non-sectarian. ‘e aim to build character. 
4 weeks—$90. 8 weeks—$170. Write: 
CHAPLAIN W. W. WILLARD 
FORESTDALE, MASS. Tel. Osterville, 4568 








The Great Smoky identains 
Bible Conferences 


Twelve conferences a year, one each month, in Bryson 
City, N. C., “the heart of vacation wonderland.” 
Precious fellowship, messages from the Word, beauti- 
ful scenic attractions. Write: 

J. B. MARCHBANES, Bryson City, N. C. 


. 


1954 Summer Bible 
and Missionary Conferences 
Eastern Montana, Lambert, Mont. June 20-27 


Arlington, Texas June 25-July 4 
Suncrest, Pa. June 25-July 4 
Seeley (near Crestline), Calif. June 26-July 3 
Delta Lake (near Rome), N. Y. July 1-11 
Lo-Ma-Co, Hendersonville, N. C. July 2-9 
Camp Hebron, Attleboro, Mass. July 2-11 
Mill City, Pa. = _— 

Minneapolis, Minn. ly 5-11 
Canby, Oreg. July 8-18 


Ontario, Canada = July 10-Aug. 20 
Toccoa Falls, Ga. July 12-18 
Western Montana July 12-16 
Mahaffey, Pa. July 16-25 
Alliance Redwoods, Calif. July 17-25 
Beulah Beach, Ohio July 24-Aug. 8 
Whitewood Beach, Alberta, Canada 
July 26-Aug. 2 
Edinboro, Pa. July 30-Aug. 8 
Somat Gres Freedom, meet 
ve, New Pa. Aug. a 6-15 
Arnold’s Park, lowa haw. 6-15 
Des Plaines, Ill. Aug. 8-15 
Penn-Jersey, Springtown, P Pa. Aug. 27 


For information, write: 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


260 West 44th Street Dept. $ Wow York 36, N.Y. 


PINNACLE 
R.D. Voorheesville, N. Y. 


June 28-August H—General Bible Conference for 

all adults (married and single) special family 

unit. Rancho-Pinnacle in July for teen-agers. 

Senior boys and girls camp in August. Junior 

boysand girls campsall summer. Write for folder. 
Located near Albany, N. Y. 
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MAAC ATION 
> WITH A 


A SHALLENGE 


Young People’s Conference, July 17 to 24 
Bible Teaching “op for Youth . 
Special recreational with 
swimming, baseball, shufi fish- 
ing. George Slavin, Director, and 
many other youth leaders assisting. 


General Bible Conference, July 31 to Aug. 7 
For the whole family. 


Guest speakers: Erling C. Olsen, 
Rev. Horace Fenton, De. Merrill Cc. 
Tenney, and Henry Perry. 

Musical Program. 


For information and folder write to 
JAMES E. HILL 


Stony Brook Long Island, New York 
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A Quiet, Secluded, Northwoods 
Retreat in Michigan's Beautiful 
Upper Peninsula on the Shores 
of Lake Superior. 


CoD == 





" A Christ-centered Program—Good Speakers, 


Christian Fellowship in Family-like Atmos- 
phere—Comfortable Accommodations. 
1954 DATE 
JUNIOR CAMP .............. July 11-24 
(Children 10-15 years) 


(FOB ALL the FAMILY) 
MISSIONARY CONPEREN NCE ... Aug. 22-28 
(Write for details 

Write for program to: 
Rev. John J. Rader 

Eagle River, Michigan 





ne Fie tpt Aug. 1-21, 








and Jezebel in verses 25 and 26. After 
Ahab has allowed Naboth to be put to 
death so unfairly and cruelly, what 
won't he do to Elijah? He has wanted 
many times before to kill him. Surely 
this time he will strike him down at 


1?S A MAN'S WORLD...at 


DEERFOOT LODGE 












Ralph E. Patterson, Director 
Room 507$ 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 





May 1, 1954 
once. But, no. Read verse 27. Perhaps 
Elijah was more amazed than we are, 
that the king repented at last. Ahab’s 
future life shows that he was not .born 
again, but he did fea¥ God's punish- 
ments, -which » Elijah had foretold and 
which he knew he deserved. Read the 
last two verses of the chapter. Because 
this wicked king humbled himself at the 
prophet’s words, God postponed his pun- 
ishment for a time. 

Today’s lesson is sad, but two brave 
men stand out in it: The first, Naboth, 
who obeyed the word of God, though it 
meant incurring the rage of Ahab and 
Jezebel; the secénd and greater, Elijah, 
who proclaimed the word of the Lord, 
daring to rebuke the king to his face 
again and again, foretelling awful judg- 
ments coming on him and his house. 

How did these two men of God get 
to be so courageous? (Because they 
believed in the Lord, and obeyed Him.) 
Right. They were more anxious to 
please God than to placate the king. 
Elijah had some realization of the great- 
ness and power of God, beside which the 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP ¢ WELL-KNOWN SPEAKERS 
PHYSICAL RELAXATION ¢ SPIRITUAL REFRESHMENT 


« + « in luxurious surroundings where the Word of God is 
ceftral, you listen to such Bible teachers as Vance Havner, 
Clarence W. Jones, Carl Armerding and others; partake 
of appetizing meals worms in the stately, panelled 
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Lesson for May 16 


king’s power seemed small indeed. And 
as we noticed last week, Elijah felt the 
presence and reality of God, which is 
the secret of being unafraid, when we 
are on His side. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Story- of Naboth’s Vineyard 
(1 Kings 21:1-4, 15, 17, 18, 20) 
EVIEW of the preceding stories may 
be evoked by the names on the chart 
mentioned in the last article. 

King Ahab built his summer palace 
right by the wall of Jezreel, a little city 
which caught the cool breezes from the 
north. (On the blackboard draw two 
horizontal parallel lines for the city wall. 
Make an arch for the gate, and a road 
leading to it. Above the wall draw sev- 
eral small rectangles and domes for 
housetops, making the one over the gate 
the largest, for the palace.) His regu- 
lar capital with a palace was in Samaria. 
(Locate the two places on a map.) But 
I suppose in warm ‘weather he and 
Queen Jezebel loved to get away, as 
Americans do, to camp. 

The windows and housetop of the 
summer palace looked out over a field 
of grapes which belonged to an honest 
farmer living in the city, named Naboth. 
(In the foreground draw some branching 
plants to represent the grape vines. Put 
the initial N among them.) King Ahab 
wished he owned that land next to his 
palace. It would be just right for a 
vegetable garden. He wished and 
wished. One day he spoke to Naboth. 
(Put the initial A near N. Report the 
conversation, and the reason for Na- 
both’s reply in Leviticus 25:23.) 

Then Ahab should have stopped wish- 
ing. But he didn’t. He just wished all 
the more. (Erase the A and N.) And 
betause he coukin’t have it, he went 
back tp his palace in Samaria, cross 
and angry. He threw himself down on 


his bed, turned his back on everybody, ° 


amd wouldn’t eat his supper. Not very 
kinglike, not very Christian, just like a 
spoiled child! 

Then in came Queen Jezebel! (Report 
the conversation, and the writing of the 
letters to the rulers of Jezreel. When 
the story comes to the stoning of Na- 
both, make an N before the city, and 
draw little circles and ovals over it to 
represent the stones. Erase the N and 
the “stones” when you tell of the mes- 
senger set to tell Queen Jezebel. When 
King Ahab comes to claim the property 
for his own, draw an A in the vineyard. 
Then an E represents Elijah’s presence 
when he comes with his message from 
God.) 

Did this awful threat do something 
to Ahab? It did. It sent him back to 
his palace with a sorry heart, which he 
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showed by tearing his clothes, putting 
on rough clothing, and lying on rough 
bedding, going barefoot, and I imagine, 
with bowed head, so sorrowful he could 
not eat. Though he had been so wicked, 
as soon as he was really sorry, God 
knew, and kept the punishment till later, 
after he was dead.! 

“Thou shalt not covet” (Exod. 20:17, 
Memory Verse). Next week you may 
tell us what other of the Ten Command- 
ments Ahab and Jezebel broke, 

Sin is terrible, whether a king and 
queen do it or whether you and I do 
it (Rom. 6:234). But how wonderful 
that we have such a loving Heavenly 
Father who forgives when we are sorry 
(1 John 1:9), and who sent His own 
Son to be our Saviour from sin! (John 
3:16.) Is He yours? Then let us ask 
Him to keep us from coveting, so we 
won’t wish and wish for things that 
belong to others or which for some rea- 
son we cannot have. Instead, let us be 
glad for all the good things we do have, 
especially for our Lord Jesus, 





1The teacher may like to trace how the 
predictions came true. though I omit it with 
the children. Ahab was killed in battle and 
his blood licked up by dogs at Samaria (1 
Kings 22:34-38). But the literal fulfillment 
at Jezreel came upon his son (2 Kings 9:24- 
26); that upon Jezebel (vs. 30-37); upon his 
family (10:1-11). 

Orono, MAINE, 

bd 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
No Provision for the Future.—Thou 

shalt not covet. (Exod. 20:17, Golden 
Text). Years ago, some men went to 
Alaska, seeking gold. They went far 
into the interior. One day. they came 
upon a miner’s hut. It seemed to be as 
quiet as the grave. Entering the hut, they 
found the skeletons of two men, and 
a large quantity of gold. On a rough 
table in the hut was a letter. It told 
about their successful hunt for gold. 
When they found the gold, they were 
So eager to get it that they forgot about 
the early coming of winter. Each day, 
they found more gold. The fall passed 
by, winter approached. One morning 
the men awoke to find a great snowstorm 
upon them. For days the snow fell. It 
became deeper and deeper. Soon, there 
was no hope of escape. All the food 
was used up. Then the men laid down 
and died in the midst of their gold! The 
two miners had coveted gold. - Their only 
thought was to get more gold. They for- 
got to provide for the coming of the 
winter in that far northland. Today, 
there are many who covet gold and the 
perishing things of this world. They 
want money, houses, and lands. They 
forget to prepare for Heaven. How 
foolish it is to covet the things which 
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perish and pass away! How foolish it 
is to live for this world and forget ‘to 
prepare for’ the coming world!—From 
Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


He Got Ready.—Give me thy vineyard 
(1 Kings 21:2). A Christian doctor in 
London wanted to arouse his page-boy 
as to the salvation of his soul. - One 
night he explained how “the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a 
shout,” and concluded, “When the Lord 
comes, you may have my louse, John.” 
The boy looked surprised. “And. my 
cars’—more surprise; “and furniture 
and money.” “Thanks,” gasped the boy. 
Alone in bed he began to think. “If the 
doctor goes to Heaven, what will I do 
with his house and everything? Where 
shall I be?” He aroused his master, ex- 
plained his desire, and before morning 
he, too, was ready for the Lord’s coming. 
—From “Tales Worth Telling,” by Henry 
Pickering. Sent by the Rev. C. N. Hill- 
yer, New Malden, Surrey, Eng. 


Why He Wouldn’t Accept Christ.— 
Give me thy vineyard ...I will give 
thee the worth of it in money... . The 
Lord forbid it me (1 Kings 21:2, 3). 
Years ago several Negro ex-slave fam- 
ilies lived near us. Mother worked with 
them and persuaded all except Uncle 
Dan Dell to atcept Jesus as their Sav- 
iour. One day she said to him, “Mr. 
Dell, why won’t you accept Him?” 
“Well,” he answered, “it’s just like this 
—my. finances—when I get them straight, 
I will.” “But don’t you think the Lord 


. can help you with them?” asked Mother. 


“Yessum,” was his reply. “I knows He 
can, but I want some things done He 
wouldn’t do. Dot’s it."—From J. L. Orr. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


An Opportunity Missed—And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord (1 Kings 21:19). When I was a 
boy of about fourteen years of age a 
minister stayed in our home overnight; 
in the morning as he-~-started on foot 
for a neighboring village, I west with 
him to assist with his baggage. I have 
never forgotten that walk; it comes back 
to. me with a feeling of sadness. One 
great desire was surging through my 
soul, and it was, “I wish he would talk 
to me about Jesus and my soul.” But 
he didn’t. How much of sin and sorrow 
I might have been saved had he spoken 
the word I believe God wanted him 
to ‘speak. Men unsaved expect it of 
you, Christian, and they have a right to 
expect it—From A. B. Kendall. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


When “Little Sins” Grow Large.— 
Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, 
and also taken possession? (1 Kings 
21:19.) The following was told in the 
address of a converted Burman to a 
group of natives: “A little banyan seed 
said to a palm tree: ‘I am weary of 


being tossed about by the wind; let me 
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stay awhile among your leaves.’ ‘Oh, 
Yes,’ said the palm ¢ree, ‘stay as long 
as you like,’ and by and by forgot the 
little seed was there. But the seed was 
not idle. It sent out little fibers and 
tiny roots, and they crept around the 
trunk and under the bark and into the 
heart of the tree itself, and then the 
tree cried out, ‘What is this?’ And the 
banyan said: ‘It is only the little seed 
you allowed to rest among your leaves.’ 
‘Leave me now,’ said the palm tree, ‘you 
have grown too large and strong.’ ‘I 
cannot leave you now; we have grown 
together. I would kill you if I tore my- 
self away.’ The palm tree bowed its 
head and tried to shake the banyan off, 
but could not, and little by little the 
palm leaves withered, the trunk shriv- 
eled, and only the banyan could be 
found. Beware of little sins!”"—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


A Deathbed Remorse.—Hast thou 
killed (1 Kings 21:19.) Charles IX of 
France, in his youth, had humahe and 
tender sensibilities. The fiend who 
tempted him was his mother, when she 
proposed to him the massacre of the 
Huguenots. He shrunk from it with hor- 
ror. “No, no, Madam! They are my 
loving subjects.” Then was the critical 
hour of his life. Had he cherished that 
natural sensitiveness to bloodshed, St. 
Bartholomew's Eve would never have 
disgraced the history of his kingdom, 
and he himself would have escaped the 
fearful remorse which crazed him on his 
deathbed. To his physician he said, in 
his last hours: “Asleep or awake, I see 
the mangled forms of the Huguenots 
passing before me. They drip with 
blood. They point to their open wounds 
and mock me. Oh, that I had spared at 
least the little infants at the breast!” 
Bloody sweat oozed from the pores of 
his skin. This is one of the few cases 
in history that confirm the possibility of 
the phenomenon which attended our 
Lord’s anguish in Gethsemane.—From 
Austin Phelps, in “Spurgeon’s Sermon 
Notes.” Sent by Nena T.' Dickerson, Chil- 
licothe, Ill, 


A Tailor’s Boldness.—Thou hast sold thy- 
self to work evil in the sight of the Lord 
(1 Kings 21:20). I doubt if there is in 
Huguenot history anything more striking 
than the story of a certain tailor who 
was arrested and dragged before Henry 
II because, humble man that he was, he 
dared have another religion than that 
of the King of France. The King of 
France in his palace was seated along- 
side a woman whose name was Diane 
de Poitiers. She, in her insolence, sought 
to argue with this tailor, whose name is 
not even known. His reply was: “Ma- 
dame, I do not care to talk with you. 
Before you attempt to consider the 
things of God, you should change your 
life.” Elijah before Ahab and Jezebel 
dared to tell truths which might have 





Summer Camps and Conferences 






































MONTROSE BIBLE CONFERENCE 


In the Heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Northeastern Pennsytvania 


July 3 through 
September 6, 
Labor Day 





Come to the cool, beautiful Blue @ Ridge Mountains for a Christian vacation you wish would 
neverend. Montrose is located in the northeastern part of Pennsylvania, eight miles off the 
famous Lackawanna Trail, 45 miles north of Scranton, Pa., and 22 miles south of Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., is easily accessible by train, bus, or automobile. 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE 


Dr. Wm. Ward Ayer Dr. Carl Armerding 
Dr. Vance Havner Dr. Walter L. Wilson 
Jim Vauss Dr. Homer Hammontree 





Dr. Wm. Allen Dean Rev. Henry Grube 
Rev. Roy Gustafson Dr. Harold S. Laird 
Spirit-filled messages. Comfortable accommodations. Delicious food. Whol ecreati 


Write for illustrated folder to: W. Douglas Roe, Executive Secretary 


Montrose Bible Conference - - - - - Montrose, Susq. Co., Pa. 














come TQ CANADA for A VACATION with A BLESSING 


at beautiful 


BLUE WATER CONFERENCE 


Two hours drive from Detroit 


Rates $25 per week up (meals included) 


For folder write: 95 King Street, W. Chatham, Ontario 





















(BIBLE CONFERENCE ; 


— TWO THOUSAND hap Ppy visitors 
ere this summer! Complete Hotel accom- 
modations at Camp rates. A spirit-filled 
program of Preaching, Teaching and Music 
through 10 inspiring weeks. A special 
emphasis under chosen leaders each week. 
Write for complete folder TODAY. 

tinue and strengthen your testimony. ? 

Merle 


. & Mail are Poller, Direstor sg 


Attention: Merle Fuller, Director Box ST 


Please send me illustrated descriptive folder of Highland 
Lake Bible Conference giving weekly programs, accom- 
modations and rates. I would like to come week (s) 









We Welcome You! 


“Come «I will give you rest.” Come 
first, and then GO was our Lord’s pro; 
It is ours too. Here you find fellowship to 
ease all your weariness and inspiration to con- 
























nly 90 miles 
northwest of New York City in the 
Catskill Mountains. You will enjoy a 
yr egtel ag en 
ng, ufie . 
gee. Abundant-home cooking with 
iotel comfort as low as $18 a week! 
Boies the whole family. 
HIGHLAND LAKE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Box Highland Lake, New York 


of. to 


















HIGHLAND LAKE BIBLE CONFERENCE 


HIGHLAND LAKS, NEW YORK 








3384 (20) 






*& PUBLICITY 
AIDS 


Increase attendance 
by using these full- 
color eye-catching 
materials. 

Poster, No. 9155. 
15. each; $1.50 doz. 
Dodger, No. 9154. 
60c. per 100. 


Postcard, No. 9153. 
25¢. doz.; $1.50 per 
100. 











* V.B.S. BUTTON 


Provide this large, 1l-inch, red 
blue, and yellow button of dur- 
able metal for each child. Ne. 
7801. 30c. dox.; $2.25 per 100. 








$e GLITTER CRAFT. 8 outline pictures and 4 bags 
of glitter in bright colors. Apply glue and 
sprinkle with glitter. No. 6221, 75c. 


METAL CRAFT. 8 sheets of aluminum foil and 
8 outlines for making pictures to be painted, 
mounted, etc. No. 6222, 75c. 


%& TEN THINGS TO MAKE. Easy-toonstruct ob- 
jects for the small child: clocks, birds, church- 
es, étc. Bright colors. Nursery, No. 244}. 
Beginner, No. 2442. Each, 25c. 


FREE! 


V.B.S. Planbook sent upon request. 
Write today. 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
20 €. Central Cincinnoti 10, Ohio 


Parkway 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


cost him his life. Always the true be- 
lievers are those who testify against the 
crimes, the immoralities of their time.— 
From Ernest Gordon, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka Kans, Prize illustration. 


ww 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ATHY could scarcely wait for Sun- 

day to come. That was the day that 
Jane was to arrive at Kathy’s house and 
stay for a whole week. Oh, what fun 
the two girls were going to have! After 
what seemed to be forever, Jane came. 
And because neither of the girls had any 
brothers or sisters, it was especially ex- 
citing to have someone to play with. 

But a very strange and unhappy thing 
happened. Each of the girls was play- 
ing with her own doll when suddenly 
Jane said, “Give me your doll, Kathy.” 
Since Jane was her guest, Kathy of 
course immediately handed her precious 
big doll (the one with real hair) to Jane, 
and accepted in return, Jane’s very little, 
not-so-pretty doll. 

It was not very long until Kathy be- 
came tired of playing dolls. So she got 
on her swing. She loved her swing 
dearly, because it went very high—and 
because her Daddy had made it for her. 
But before she could get going very high, 
Jane threw down the real-hair doll, ran 
to the swing, and called: “I want to 
swing. Let me swing!” 

Perhaps if Kathy had not seen her 
beautiful doll lying in a deserted heap, 
she might not have got off the swing as 
quickly as she did. She was just res- 
cuing her cherished possession when 
Jane cried: “Give me a push. Help 
me get started.” Amazingly enough, 
that is exactly what Kathy did. Then 
she went to her sandbox and was filling 
her bucket when Jane dashed _ over 
screaming> “I want the pail. I’m going 
to get some water.” 

By then, Kathy was not at all sure that 
she was going to enjoy having Jane at 
her house for a whole week. She really 
truly did not want to be selfish. And 
she did not want to fight with her guest. 
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So she decided that she would let Jane 
have the doll, the.swing, the. sandbox, 
and the pail all to herself, and she would 
ride out front on her tricycle. Happily 
she pedaled down the street until a 
shrill voice shrieked, “I want to ride!” 

Kathy stopped.. “Get on the back,” 
she invited. 

“No, I won’t! I want to ride all by 
myself. Give me the tricycle!” 

Kathy got off and walked home. But 
when she saw Mother on the porch, she 
started to cry. Now it so happened that 
Kathy didn’t expect to be a tattletale, But 
it developed that Mother had seen every- 
thing that had happened that whole 
morning. Taking her little girl by the 
hand, she led her to the living room sofa. 

“Long ago there lived a king whose 
name was Ahab,” Mother began, as she 
opened her Bible to the twenty-first 
chapter of First Kings. “Unfortunately, 
he was really a wicked king. One day 
he decided he wanted a vineyard that 
belonged to someone else. Ahab had a 
great big place of his own and really 
didn’t need to have the vineyard. But 
he wanted it. So he asked the owner 
to sell it to him (v. 2). Because the 
vineyard was very precious to the owner, 
because it had belonged to his father, 
because it had belonged to his grand- 
father, he did not want to sell his prop- 
erty (v. 3). 

“Wicked King Ahab became so angry 
about that, that he started to pout. He 
lay down on his bed, put his face to the 
wall, and wouldn’t even eat! (v. 4.) Oh, 
he was unhappy! He wanted something 
that was not his (and that is coveting, 
you -know), and because he could not 
have it, he pouted., 

“King Ahab’s wife was even more 
wicked than he, and when she talked 
with her pouting husband, she decided 
to take things into her own hands. She 
ordered two men to tell lies about the 
owner of the vineyard (and they obeyed 
her). She arranged that the vineyard 
owner should be murdered (and he was). 
And triumphantly she told her husband 
to take possession of the dead man’s 
vineyard (and that is just what Ahab 
did). 

“But God knew all about the awful 
covetousness and pouting and lying and 
murder. Nobody can hide anything from 
Him (Gal. 6:7). So He sent His prophet, 
Elijah, to warn King Ahab that He had 
seen everything that had happened. 
And God warned Ahab through the 
prophet, that his sin would be severely 
punished (v. 19). And it was. 

“So, my dear little Kathy,” her mother 
lovingly continued, “God knows all about 
Jane’s covetousness and selfishness. And 
He knows, too, that you have been gen- 
erous and kind. I trust you will be that 
way all week long. But suppose we 
start praying that Jane will receive the 
Lord Jesus as her Saviour and . then 
change her selfish ways and please Him.” 
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And the two knelt down and did just 
that. 

Teachers’ Note: Flannelgraph figures 
for today’s lesson may be obtained in 
the April, 1954, issue of the Child 
Evangelism magazine. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

Ww 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 374) 


1. Omri, father of Ahab (1 Kings 16: 
23, 24). 
2. Jezreel (21:1). 


3. To make it into a garden of herbs 
(vegetable garden). 


4. To do so apart from extreme need 
would have been contrary to the Law of 
Moses (Lev. 25: 23-28). 


5. He went into a pout (v. 4). 


6. The sons of Naboth also had been 
killed (2 Kings 9:26). 

7. As his enemy (v. 20). 

8. The dogs would lap up the blood 
of Ahab in the same place as they had 
lapped up the blood of Naboth (v. 19). 


§. The blood of the king which stained 
his chariot was licked by the dogs when 
the chariot was brought down to the pool 
of Samaria for washing (22:38). 


10. Because of his partial repentance 
(vs. 27-29). 
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The Power of Memory 
(Continued from second page) 


of most of us mistakes, indiscretions, 
shortcomings, desertions, infidelities. 
From one cause and another we have 
misconceived situations, and have missed 
tides, which, had they been taken at the 
flood, would have led to spiritual fortune. 
These things tend to invest life with dis- 
abling memories which contrive to para- 
lyze new effort. In respect of such irre- 
pressible memories as these, which time 
and again get the better of us, is it pos- 
sible to share the experience of Joseph 
and Paul? Does God still make men to 
forget? Is there some gift of obliteration 
in the Gospel by which we may actually 
forget the things we should forget? Can 
it be that there is available a divine pro- 
vision by which the .greatest of life’s 
handicaps can be removed, and all our 
powers be set free to pursue the re- 
sponsibilities of our high calling? 

Our power of forgetfulness, which is 
the gift of God, is a most important and 
influential factor of our lives. How much 
more we naturally forget of the actual 
occurrences of our daily experiences than 
we remember. Who has not long since 
forgotten all about the vexations, the 
inconveniences of many a journey, while 
vividly remembering the sunrise upon 
New York harbor, or the pink glow of 
sunset over Mont Blanc? 

There is a gift of forgetfulness, apart 
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BIBLE COMMENTARY. 






Retail Price $7.95 


The New Bible Commen- 
tary is the first completely 
new, one-volume evangel- 
ical commentary to be 
published in 50 years. 
Highly recommended by 
Bible scholars everywhere, 
including Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, it represents an 
important addition to your 
own bookshelf. 
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a FREE COPY of The New Bible Commentary by sending in 
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For less than 15 orders, you will receive credit on your own 
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JUST PUBLISHED 
An important new book by 


Frank E. Gaebelein 


author of 
CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
INA 
DEMOCRACY 











THE 
Pattern 


% God’s Truth 


This noted educator and author 
has, in his hatest book, disproved 
the belief that there is a distinc- 
tion between “sacred” truth and 
“secular” truth. On the premise 
that al] truth is God’s truth, he 
gets to the heart of the question: 
How can Christian education be 
related in all its parts to the uni- 
fying factor of God’s truth? 





His answer offers practical sug- 
gestions for ways in which differ- 
ent fields of study and various 
aspects of educational administra- 
tion can be brought into harmony 
with the over-all pattern of God’s 
truth. The revitalization of Chris- 
tian schools and colleges may well 
come about as a result of these 
clear and closely reasoned essays. 
Certainly everyone interested in 
Christian education should read 
this thought-provoking book. 


At your booksellers - $2.50 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue New York 11 
Publishers of Fine Books for nearly Five Centuries 
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from which none other of the divine en- 
dowments would be adequate to meet 
our needs. One of the most amazing 
declarations of the Gospel is that God 
asserts His own forgetfulness of our sins, 
Where is the penitent who has not found 
peace in the assurance that “their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no 
more”? It is part of the confidence in 
which the Gospel bids men possess their 
souls that the great fact of the complete 
expiation and atonement of their trans- 
gression is ever before Him in the Person 
of the ascended Christ. It is God’s re- 
membrance of Calvary that assures His 
forgetfulness of our sins. The gift of 
His forgetfulness whereby we, too, may 
be able to forget, and to begin afresh, 
is enfolded in the gift of His forgiveness. 
But it is only the man who is softened 
by his penitence, informed by the in- 
sight into life and his own nature which 
his lapses have given him, determined 
to forsake the sin he would fain forget, 
who can claim this gift with any confi- 
dence. The quickening of all his im- 
pulses to grateful service, which is God’s 
response to the claim of his faith, will 
increasingly cause every old and shame- 
ful memory to fade; until, never forget- 
ting the fact of his sinfulness, still less 
forgetting his need of the Saviour’s grace, 
he sees nothing behind him but a Cross 
and an Empty Tomb. He realizes that 
through all the experiences of life God 
has been correcting, disciplining, chas- 
tening, teaching, permitting “men to ride 
over our heads,” and thus fitting us for 
the service of His love in the world. 
As a matter of fact, we could have 
“learned Christ” in no other way than 
by having this fellowship in suffering 
with Him, by treading in His own steps. 
And we can forget—what a gift that is! 
—what men intended for our discomfort 
and undoing in the remembrance of 
what He has taught and has brought 
into our lives by means of it. Do you 
stand in need of this gift of forgetfulness 
in any direction, self-ward or other- 
ward? Then bring again your life to 
His feet without delay and without re- 
serve. Humbly and deliberately put it 
under His control. And the miracle shall 
begin in you, the miracle of liberating 
forgetfulness, the miracle of the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. 


The Conservative Baptist 
Conference at Detroit 


F VITAL significance to Conserva- 
tive Baptists throughout America 
are the dates May 19 through May 25. 
During those seven days, the Conserva- 
tive Baptists will meet in Detroit at the 
Highland Park Baptist Church for their 
annual conference. The theme for 1954 
is “Christianity Faces the Future.” 
All four organizations in the Conserva- 
tive Baptist movement will hold their 
annual meeting during the conference. 
In addition, periods of Bible study and 
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fellowship are scheduled. Every eve- 
ning but Sunday, May 23, outstanding 
men in the Conservative Baptist move- 
ment and invited speakers will address 
the conference, 

Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Dallas, Tex.; Dr, 
James McGinlay, pastor of the Baptist 
Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Dr. M. R. De 
Haan of the Radio Bible Class, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; and Dr. Charles E. Fuller 
of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour, Los 
Angeles, are the scheduled evening 
speakers. In addition, Dr. Richard A. 
Elvee, president of the Northwestern 
Schools, Minneapolis, will conduct a 
Bible study hour each day except Sun- 
day. 

For further information regarding the 
conference write the Promotional Com- 
mittee, Highland Park Baptist Church, 
25 Ford Avenue, Highland Park, Mich. 


The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


AVE you ever hunted desperately 

among your magazines and papers 
for a particular issue of THe SuNpDAy 
Scnoot TIMEs containing a Bible study 
article, or an illustration, or a Ways of 
Working article that you recall would 
fit an immediate need, but which seemed 
to elude your search? Or perhaps you 
distinctly recall a certain article or piece 
of verse and yet cannot, at the moment, 
remember in which issue you saw it? 
Two fine helps are available to enable 
you to keep your copies of the Tres 
in a clean and orderly manner, and to 
help you to locate quickly what you 
want, and all for a total cost of only $1.50. 
Tue SunDAY ScHoot Trmes binder holds 
one year’s issues of the TIMEs, and may 
be had for $1.35 each. Single copies of 
the paper can be inserted as they are 
received, or a copy can be removed for 
special use with little difficulty, or a 
whole year of issues can be inserted at 
once, as you choose. The binder is of 
clothbound heavy cardboard with the 
name of the paper stamped on the front. 
It is sturdy and will last for a long while 
as a permanent yearly file. 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes Index is 
issued each year. It has the same meas- 
urements as the paper, and can be filed 
in the binder with the issues for that 
particular year. There is a General In- 
dex of articles by titles, as well as a 
Classified Index of Verse, Editorials, 
Notes on Open Letters, General Con- 
tributed Articles, Writers of Signed 
Articles, Ways of Working, International 
Sunday School Lesson, Children’s Stories, 
Titles of Books Reviewed, and the like. 


When purchased separately the Index ~ 


sells for 15 cents each, and the 1953 Index 
is now available. _. 

Orders for binders or for the 1953 and 
earlier indexes, should be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia. 5. 
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Children’s Day in 1954 


T IS not amiss to remind busy super- 

intendents and teachers that Chil- 
dren’s Day, usually observed on the sec- 
ond Sunday in June, which, this year, 
will be June 13, will be here almost 
before they know it. Lengthy prepara- 
tion and training of little ones for this 
important day can be considerably les- 
sened by using one of three Children’s 
Day services prepared by Mary Brainerd 
Smith. They are entitled, “God’s Over- 
flowing Measure,” “The Hills of God,” 
and “God—And All Things.” They are 
in convenient leaflet form and each serv- 
ice contains responsive Scripture read- 
ings for the whole school, special re- 
sponses and recitations, for the various 
departments, and hymns appropriate to 
the occasion set to familiar tunes, thus 
making the learning of special music 
unnecessary. 

These Children’s Day services may be 
had for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hun- 
dred. Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, and specify which service 
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New Hearing Aid 
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B-Battery eliminated! All battery costs 
slashed 80%! Powered by 3 genuine 
Raytheon Transistors! Vacuum tubes ban- 
ished forever! for full information, vse 
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Electronic Research Director 
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Please rush complete focts on new miracle 
all-transistor tubeless hearing aid. 
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4 our “dwarfs” into “giants” doing great things 
4 faae* for our Lord amidst His people. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


ond GIANTS 


“Words are dwarfs and deeds are giants” 


writes one of our missionaries 


In the face of crushing burdens, haunting fears, and life-sapping 
despair, words often sound feeble. But deeds of loving hands and 
warm hearts performed in the name of our Lord, are “giants.” Even 
the most skeptical and disillusioned are impressed and challenged. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary and R 
to the spiritual and physical needs of the most perplexed and 
heavy-burdened Jewish people in ¥ 
ica. Thousands are helped and brought closer 


elief Society ministers 


ndia, Israel, Europe, and Amer- 





FREE: Read thrilling 
reports of Jewish 
evangelism in our 
magazine 
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Courtship, Marriage, and Children 


A practical Bible manual on the home, by Dr. John R. Rice. 
Answers the problems of young people anticipating marriage, 
discusses carefully and Scriptu 
bands and wives. 


authority, from a wealth of experience as pastor and coun- 
sellor, and father himself of six. 

Sunday School Times recommends, “It is probably one of the best 
and most complete discussions 


t.... It is marked by 
= sense of humor, and yet strict adherence to the Scriptures.” 


Scarlet cloth binding, marriage license, and family —_— 


ly the relationships of hus- 
cific, detailed advice on rearin 
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Lord. 


of these topics from the Bible view- 
tenderness, sympathy, warmth of feeling, 
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HOLY LAND—ALL-EXPENSE 
SUMMER TOUR 


Eight Weeks 
with Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Lecturer and Instructor 
Let this devoted Bible scholar uncover the spiritual 
riches you will find in this Bible Land seminar tour. 
Visit Rome, Cairo, Antioch, Babylon, Jerusalem, and 
hundreds of other Bible sites. 


Free Maps Waiting 
Write for free maps of J lem showing 
temple area, walls, etc., and free map of modern 
Israel showing motor roads. 
Get full itinerary which includes many out-ot-the- 
way exciting places and allows for stopovers and 
side trips. Cost is moderate. 
Party Limited — - Act NOW! 
Full particulers freely given. Write, wire, or phone 
collect for reservations. 
GRETZINGER WORLD TOURS 
Telephone: SYcamore 8-5219 
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A content 


The New York Messianic Wit vine. 
(formerly New York Jewish Evange- 
lization Society) — has carried on o@ 
faithful testimony for Christ to the 2% 
million Jews of New York City. 
Jews do hear the Gospel. Many 

ore secret believers. One of them, a 
young Rabbi, said: “! know it is the 
truth, but do not have the strength to 
come out in the open. | have a wife 
and two little children. What will be- 
come of. them?’’ Another one, also a 
Rabbi, was beaten up by one of his 
relatives, because it became known 
that he was turning to Christ. 
Some others of our recent contacts: 
A Jewish young man accepted Christ 
after one of our Saturday night gospel” 
services. A week later he brought a 
friend who wanted to know about the 
Lord. Another one, coming from Israel, 
is taking instruction for baptism. A 
Jewish doctor and his wife invited us 
to conduct a Bible class for 
Jews in their home. 
Please pray that our testimony be en- 
larged. Pray for more workers. Write 
for our bi-monthly magazine, “The 
Messianic Witness.” Address: 

NEW YORK MESSIANIC WITNESS, Inc. 
SOLOMON BIRNBAUM, Director 

HOUSE 


Dept. S 
P.O. Box 144, Cooper Sta., N. Y. 3, N. Y. 
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you prefer. It might be well to give a 
second choice in the event copies of the 
service of your first choice should be 
exhausted. 

we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 16 


3. What It Takes—To Be a Minister 
(1 Tim. 4:4-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THE first of this series of three 
topics on “What It Takes To Serve,” 
we Saw that there are certain qualifica- 
tions that are common to all fields of 
Christian service. One of these is that, 
wherever we would serve the Lord Jesus, 
we must do what our Lord and Master 
wants, at the time our Master wants 
it done, and in the way He desires. We 
saw also that it is important that we 
count the cost of that particular service 
to which we believe God is calling us, 
and be ready to pay that cost in yield- 
edness, in surrender, in humility, and 
with gladness. Otherwise, our service 
will be marred with dissatisfaction and 
disappointment and failure. 
we 
It may seem almost absurd that anyone 
who is thinking of the Christian min- 
istry as a life work should need to be 
reminded that a minister needs to be 
born again. And yet when we remember 
that even John Wesley entered the min- 
istry without such an experience, we can 
see that such a warning is in order. We 
can never successfully tell others about 
Christ and introduce them to Him, until 
we first know Him as our own Saviour 
and Lord. No refinement, or culture, 
or intellectuality, or training can be 
substituted for the new birth, and if we 
have not accepted Christ as our own 
personal Saviour from sin, then we shall 
only be blind leaders of the blind if 
we enter the ministry. 


A true minister of Christ will have 
experienced a specific call to the min- 
istry. Unless you have received such a 
call you will do well to halt. The call 
may come in one of ‘a number of differ- 
ent ways, and it does not have to be 
necessarily the same as some other per- 
son heard. However, as Percy G. Parker 
points out in his excellent little book, 
“An Acceptable Minister of Christ” (now 
out of print), you may well look for 
three distinct steps in the call: 

1. A constraint in the spirit to pro- 
claim Christ—a constraint that deepens 
as the days go by. “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). 

2. The witness of Scripture to the cor- 
rectness of your desire. 

3. The open door (which crowns and 
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“We considered changing our daily devetions to a 
different book, but ne teed us to continue usi 
The Christian Parent because she could underst. 
, and learn so much more from it.”—An Akron Mother. 
“Our children always for one more story when 
we have our devotions with your ot te gies Even 
our four-year-old can answer some of uestions.’ 
ashington. 


$2.50 a year. Ask for sample. 


The Christian Parent 
Box SS - - Highland, Illinois 





Streamline Your D.V.B.S. 





with Famous FLANNEL AID 


e@ Nothing like it! Chil- 
dren delighted, teachers 
enthusiastic. Complete, 
Beginnér through In- 
termediate. 3-year les- 
son cycle. Write for 
FACTS today. 


5 BIG REASONS 
True to the Bible, Saves 
Time, Saves Money, Makes Teaching Easy, 
Nothing Else Needed. Abundant Flannel Board 
material richly colored and flannelized. Lessons 
interesting, work books fascinating, program 
complete . . . Each day’s activities correlated. 
Youngsters learn by doing and love it. 


Write today for descripfive folder and sample lessons 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. F-s, Butier, ind. 


















Just for Indians 


Handicapped for space for years we're pro- 
ceeding in faith with a $45,000 building 
program for which we have just $25,000. 

Will you help our thousands of Indians to 
learn of Christ through NATIVE missionaries 
which we train and who speak their language? 
Will you? We all owe the Indians something. 


—_——— 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 




















Box 7158 vane, Arizona 
INVEST Combine professional training 
YOUR 

VACATION WHEATON COLLEGE 
in SUMMER SCHOOL 
profitable 

SUMMER Complete courses including ... 


Special work in Teacher Train- 
STUDY ing, Graduate School of The- 
ology, Conservatory of Music, 
Black Hills Science Station, and Northwoods Honey 
Rock Camp. New air-conditioned library and modern 
dining hall. Only 25 milessfrom Chicago. 
Inter-Session June 15 to 25 © First Term (4 weeks)—June 26 to 
July 23 © Second Term (4 weeks)—July 24 to August 20 
Black Hills Expeditions — june 21 and Joly 26 


WRITE FOR FREE BULLETIN 










Address: 
Director of Admissions, Dept. 54ST 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Iilinois 

















Lesson for May 16 


z. We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
cai cases 

wat FOWLERS 115 lala: Hombuns, New York 









Be.oveo. \f\, 
KING JAMES\(/)> 
VERSION 


” National 


Every bride will cherish this lovely Bible 
she'll carry to the altar. It’s enduringly 
bound in washable White Simulated 
Leather, decoratively tooled in gold. 
Exceptional value, only $5.50 in attractive 
gift box, ‘“ 


for 


BIBLES 


National 


AT LEADING BIBLE STORES 








“EVANGELIZE CHINA” Fellowship 


Dr. Andrew Gih, President 
A Faith and Interdenominational Chinese Mission. 
Our Motto is: “Win Chinese Through Chinese.” 


The youth of China needs help NOW as never be- 
fore. Your prayers and gifts earnestly asked. 
Information freely given. Write today! Address: 


Dr. W. A. Reese, U.S.A. Representative 
Box 215-T - Pennsburg, Pa. 
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confirms the heart yearnings and con- 
victions that have gone before). 


SE 
The word “minister” comes from a 
root that means “to run on errands,” 
and you will find it illuminating to sub- 
stitute this literal translation in the 
familiar Scripture verses where the word 
“minister”. is used, such as Ephesians 
3:7; 6:21; 1 Timothy 4:6, and the like. 
As one who runs errands for the Lord 
Jesus, a minister not only sonietimes 
speaks for his Master, but he also some- 
times acts for his Master, serving as 
Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians 5:20 as an 
“ambassador” or representative for 
Christ. 
5-4 


Paul’s Letters to Timothy and Titus 
are especially rich in showing some of 
the things that a minister of Christ must 
be and do: 

He must know the Scriptures (2 Tim. 
3:15, 16). Current events, book reviews, 
and ethical dissertations are poor food 
for the flock that needs nourishing, and 
building up in the faith. 

A minister must preach the Word; he 
must be instant in season and out of 
season (2 Tim, 4:2), the thought here 
being that of constant application. 

A minister must put the brethren in 
remembrance of what the Spirit speak- 
eth (1 Tim, 4:1, 6). 

He must hold fast to the sound doc- 
trine or teaching (2 Tim. 1:13), not 
being tossed about by every new idea 
that comes along. 

A good minister of Christ must study 
to show himself approved unto God (2 
Tim, 2:15). There is a sense in which 
he must also, as will be seen below, seek 
to be approved of men, but his first con- 
cern must be that he is doing and say- 
ing that which God can approve and. 
bless. 

A minister must be an example in 
word, in conversation (conduct), in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity (1 
Tim. 4:12). 

He must turn away from the love of 
money and from covetousness and fol- 
low after righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, meekness, and fight the 
good fight of faith (1 Tim. 6:9-11). 


Se 

Dr. Wilbur Chapman, the great evange- 
list, tells of an interview that he had 
with General William Booth of the Sal- 
vation Army some years ago. As he 
was leaving, Dr. Chapman asked, “Gen- 
eral Booth, will you tell:me what has 
been the secret of your success?” The 
great Salvation Army leadér hesitated a 
moment, and tears came into his eyes 
as he said: 


“I will tell you the. secret! God has 


had all there is of me. There have been 
men with greater brains than I, men 
with greater opportunities, but from the 
day I got the poor of London on my 
heart and a vision of what Jesus Christ 
could do with the poor of London, I 
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“Most Marvelous Tract” 
RED words (SIN) blor- 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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GAMES FOR ALL 









OCCASIONS C] 
by 
ANDERSON and 
CARLSON 


263 Indoor and Out- 
door Games. Ideal for 
family or group get- 
toget a mee for 

‘oups both large @ 
gral, Washable, lam- 
inated cover. $1.75 


HANDBOOK OF 
BIBLE GAMES 


b 
VERNON "HOWARD 


A wide selection of 
perfect indoor games 
for Christian families 
and groups suitable for 
all ages; Washable, 
laminated cover. $1.25 





Write your name and address in the 
margin; indicate your preference in the 
boxes provided; clip this coupon and 
send to your nearest religious book 


store, or ¢ 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
$$ Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 





FUN FOR CHRISTIANS 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


He Knows 


With thousands this boy 
has learned Bible verses 
of soul winning gg Soe 
By reciting 300 he has 
earned a week at one of 
our Bible camps. What 
about the other 19 Million 
unsaved boys and girls? 
" $10.00 will provideaweek 
of camp for one of them. 


Write for Literature 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


1628-T Auburndale Hwy. 
Lakeland, Florida 











GOSPEL MISSIONARY UNION 
Member of I.F.M.A, 
150 missionaries in: French Morocco, the French 
» Ecuador, Colombia, Italy, and Panama. 
New fields under consideration. 
Send for sample copy of The Gospel Message 
1841 East 7th Street Kansas City 24, Mo. 














HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


See II Timothy 1:16-18 


A faith mission, established in 1916, ministering to 
the physical and spiritual needs of homeless, desti- 
tute children in the Qrient and the Near East. 
Mission Goal: Prepare nationals for vitol Christian 
service. 





Write for free literature to— 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, 


Dept. 15 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, III. 





eautiful sound film’“GOD’S OTHER CHILDREN” 
~available for showing by advance arrangement, 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 1,500,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 


Were sold in 1953 by members of many organiza- 
tions. They enable you to earn money for your 
treasury and make friends for your organization. 


Samples FREE 


SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 











FAIVRE ANNOTATED 


NEW TESTAMENT 


famous for Its Notes 


. 
©@ Nothing like it for deali 
with members of the Church o1 
as hundreds of illu- 

5 on awe ape 


whic an 
Catholics interpret differently. 


FAMOUS IN FRANCE 


Pastor Faivre, a staunch Prot- 
estant working in the southwest 
of France, became thoroughly 
familiar with the teaching of 
the R. C. Church as he met the 
Eee of its power. This 
nteresting translation with its 
many and clarifying notes and its 
topical index of 1960 references ig the 
fruit of his lifetime on behalf of 
the truth of salvation by Grace. 
Strong attractive binding only $1.50 


Order today from your book store or direct 


THE HIGLEY PRESS pept. 1e2, sutier, ind. 


minating 
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made up my mind that God would have 
all of William Booth there is; and, if 
there is anything of power in the Sal- 
vation Army today, it is because God has 
all the adoration of my heart, all the 
power of my will, and all the influence 
of my life.” Here is what it takes to 
be a minister. 
ye 


Finally, shall we not understand that, 
if we have heard God’s call to be a 
minister of the Gospel, we shall need a 
preparation that will build up and 
strengthen and fortify our faith in the 
Scriptures and in the fundamentals of 
the faith? Let us not be diverted then 
into any college or seminary that does 
not stand solidly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. No matter how 
famous an institution of learning may be, 
or how much prestige we may be told 
will be behind ‘a diploma or degree from 
such an institution, if if destroys, or even 
beclouds our faith, or dulls in any way 
our belief in the Scriptures as the in- 
spired Word of God, that institution is 
no*place for one who would be a true 
minister of the Gospel and a runner of 
errands for the Lord Jesus: Christ, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Summer Tour to Alaska 
(Continued from page 371) 


and abundant food provided by the 
steamship chef. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour also 
includes visits to the northern end of 
the Grand Canyon and some of the well- 
known national parks in Utah. The Editor 
of THE Sunpay Scuoot Tres, Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., and Mrs. Howard, will ac- 
company the tour. An attractive, illus- 
trated folder, containing the full itiner- 
ary, details about clothing, and various 
prices according to accommodations, may 
be had upon request from the Editor, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N, 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


“Delivered From 
Christian Science” 


HE two articles on Christian Science 
by Mrs. May Humphrey Pease, which 
were published in THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times May 23 and May 30, 1953, have 
now been combined and reprinted in a 
24-page booklet. These tell of the con- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the pdpér. 
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I5 CENTS 


Saved a Broken Home... 


In Indianapolis, a man and wife 
made preparations for divorce. 
A friend spent 15c for Dr. Rice’s 
pamphlet, “Divorce, the Wreck of 
Marriage.” Now they are happily 
united in the Lord. 


Put a man in the ministry .. . 


A preacher from Binghamton, New 
York, wrote, “After being out of 
fellowship with God several years, 
the pamphlet, ‘Can a Saved Person 
Ever Be Lost?’ showed me how to 
return. I then consecrated my life 
to Him and am now in seminary. 


Won a 17-year-old boy... 


From Toccoa, Georgia, a lad wrote, 
“The small booklet, ‘Religious but 
Lost’ opened my eyes to the fact 
that, although I was a good church 
worker, I was lost and headed for 
Hell. Now, thank God, I know 
that I have been born again.” 


That was all it took—just 15c, and a 
friend’s thoughtfulness — to change 
these lives. They are typical of 
hundreds who have been trans- 
formed by the 30 pamphlets in the 
“Life-Changing Library,” by Dr. John 
R. Rice. Each has 24 to 40 pages, 
5% x 8 inches, with attractive cover, 
on a variety of important subjects— 
practical Christian living, basic Bible 
doctrines, helps for the unsaved. 
Only 15c gach, you can get the entire 
set of 30 pamphlets for only $4. See 
them soon at 


Your Christian Book .Store 


or write for list of titles from 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Dept. ST5 Wheaton, Illinois 
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Puitie E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





Hersert A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. Lane, JR. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Emity D, SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosEPpH P. FREE, 
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Advertising Manager: 
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Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 

Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add $1 each per year, for post- 
age. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa, 








version of a friend of the author’s, her 
deliverance from the errors. of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her 
in winning others to Christ. 

Copies of the booklet may be ordered 
at 10 cents each, 50 cents for six, 90 cents 
a dozen, $3.50 for 50, and $6 per hundred, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, 

ve 


For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 10 to 16 


Mon.—1 Kings 21:1-4, Naboth’s Vineyard. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Naboth the Jez- 
reelite had a vineyard.” Noah’s vine- 
yard did him damage, and Naboth’s also 
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brought him deep trouble- Ahab’s envy 
of Naboth’s good vineyard brought forth 
fruit unto death. Now Naboth did not 
die for having that vineyard. He died 
as a martyr for standing in the will of 
God in the matter of God’s law of in- 
heritance. “The Lord forbid it me, that 
I should give the inheritance of my 
fathers unto thee.” Ahab cared not for 
that divine Law, and so began events 
which culminated in the appalling mur- 
der of that good man. The vineyard be- 
came the occasion, but not the cause, 
of that murder. Bewart of what may be 
to others a temptatiorf. Pray for the 
Gideons International, Chicago. 


Tues.—1 Kings 21:5-16. 
Jezebel’s Heartlessness. 


PRAYER SuGGESsTIONS: “I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 
Jezebel was without feeling, compassion, 
and mercy. She used the same sort’ of 
method of murder of a non-co-operating 
person as a well-known wicked govern- 
ment is employing today. Ahab gave 
himself to work wickedness in the sight 
of the Lord, and Jezebel his wife stirred 
him up (see v. 25). The doom of heart- 
less people is stated in James 2:13. (And 
the judgment of God on Ahab’s house 
and Jezebel is recorded in 2 Kings 9: 
11-37). Pray for The Evangelical Alli- 
ance Mission, Chicago. 


Wed.—1 Kings 21:17-20. 
Elijah Condemns Ahab. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the place 
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.” 
Ahab knew in his guilty heart from the 
words of God’s prophet, as he had 
learned during the sad years of his pre- 
dicted. famine, that God was on his trail. 
When God with His rebukes chastens 
a man, He makes his beauty to fade as 
a flower. “hab rent his clothes and 
went and. sat in ashes, clothed in sack- 
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ACCORDION MANUFACTURERS & WHOLESALERS OUTLET 


2003 West Chicago Ave Dept X Chicago 2 i 











————————we 
THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR 
AND ILLUMINATOR 


An Advanced Bible Scholars 
Quarterly Treating on the 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


A quarterly with Script I and spiritual study 
material, based on the King James Version. It 
fgatures a wide scope of thought as presented by 
various Spirit-filled writers. Indispensable to dis- 
criminating teachers. 


Price, 50 cents a quarter or $2 a year 
Write for a sample copy 








Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 


Cleveland 1, Ohio 




















180 — 20-Ib. clothing parcels. 


write to: ’ 


502 Spadina Avenue - - 


A FAITH WORK 
SCOTT MISSION TO THE JEWS 


An evangelistic and charitable institution, reaching Jews in Canada, 
Poland, and Israel with a ministry of Christian charity. 
overseas ministry: 107 — 100-Ilb. barrels clothing; 379 — 20-lb. food parcels; 


Brother Zeidman has just returned from a missionary journey to Israel: 
His Kodachrome colored slides taken in Israel have been an inspiration 
to the thousands who have seen them. 


For further information and report of the missionary journey to Israel] 


Our record for 











SCOTT MISSION INCORPORATED 


Rev. M. Zeidman, Director 


Toronto 4, Canada 
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N . Minist desires church, fun- 
apeety Sepcpa ita. nie 
we ing as associate pastor. lies to Adv. 

No. 717, Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 

Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for May 16) May 1, 1954 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


. . - be 
Animation Artist Wanted: }f you coult be 
moving to Seattle, Washington, write for details. 
This could be an answer to your yers and ours. 
Write Adv. No. 716, The Sunday xthool Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








Korea needs 
CONTINUED HELP 


SITUATION WILL BE GRAVE FOR MONTHS 


Korea’s Plight Still Desperate! The 
horrible aftermath of war still faces 
Korea’s sufferingimillions. The land has 
been left devastated—5,000,000 casualties. 
Homes left in shambles. Food supplies 
exhausted. 250,000 orphans needing care. 
350,000 widows in a pathetic state. The 
masses suffer from malnutrition. Harvest 
time is still months away. Words fail to 
describe the desperate condition. 


The truce has not restored homes, brought 
health; nor shelter*for orphans or widows; 
nor food for the hungry! Can we who 
love HIM refuse to help out of our bounty 
in this hour of need? We must help! 


260,000 children like these are orphans 


The OMS first of all is seeking to win 
Korea’s millions to Christ. But we can- 
not fail to help in other ways, too. We 
have 16 orphanages, 4 widows’ homes, 
2 leper colonies, 300 churches, one Bible 
school, and 4 clinics. Tons of food are sent 
monthly. $30 will supply 1,000 meals. 





O.M.S. has sixteen orphanages in 
Korea caring for 2,000 children. 
$5 per month will care for one of 
these children. 











Send contributions to: 


THE ORIENTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


900 NORTH HOBART BLVD. 


LOS ANGELES 29, CALIFORNIA 


MISSIONARY ACTIVITY IN 10 NATIONS 


cloth, after ‘his rebuke. He had a little 
taste of the judgment of God's great 
day. Pray that multitudes may become 
aware of God’s displeasure over all their 
sins. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 21:25-29. 
Ahab’s Repentance. 
Prayer Succestions: “And the word 
of the Lord came to Elijah .. . saying, 
Seest thou how Ahab humbleth him- 
self before me? because he humbleth 
himself before me, I will not bring the evil 
in his days: but in his son’s days.” God’s 
word at the mouth of Elijah shook King 
Ahab down to the dust in repentance. 
He remembered God’s previous judg- 
ments in the years of famine, and upon 
Mt. Carmel, and trembled, and had some 
pangs of regret, and was very tender. 
And so God, who is ever. gracious and 
merciful, postponed some of His’ wrath 
against the man. God does not deal with 
us after our sins, nor reward us accord- 
ing to our iniquity. Pray for the needed 
work of the Spirit of God in churches. 


Fri.—Proverbs 16:1-15. Honest Before God. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord weigh- 
eth the spirits.” A man can_only have 
God’s commendation when upright and 
truthful and free from fraud. And these 
qualities of life, accompanied by right 
motives, and exhibited in the right way 
and spirit, are impossible without the 
presence and grace of the Spirit of God 
in the heart. If the heart is right with 
God, the life will also be in line with 
His will, for as is the heart so the life. 
Is thine heart right with God? Pray 
for Great Commission Prayer League, 
Chicago. 


Sat.—Proverbs 16:16-32. 
Moral Law in Human Conduct. 
PRAYER SuGGeEsTIONs: “Found in the 
way of righteousness.” As it is the glory 
of men of years to be found in the way 
of righteousness, so it is an honor for 
everyone to be moral and upright, and 
walking in the ways of God’s command- 
ments. “Love is the fulfilling of the 
law” (Jas. 2:8; Rom. 13:10). Do you 
exhibit the righteousness of the Law in 
your life? It will be so if you walk 
after the Spirit (Rom. 8:4). Pray for 
poor China, 


Sun.—Psalm 32. 
The Joy of Forgiveness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered.” The miseries of an 
evil conscience are like those of‘ an 
evil disease which grows worse day 
by day. “Many sorrows” befall the 
unrepentant sinner, and all of these 
are forerunners of sorrows to come. 
But pardon from God, at the cost of 
Calvary, puts a humble, joyful song 
into heart and lips. Sorrow is turned 
to joy, and joys ultimately are ex- 
changed for eternal bliss. Pray that 
God will bring multitudes to repent- 
ance, 


SVXIL OOVA 
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